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President’s Message 
 
Happy June! 
I hope you are enjoying your summer. I’m hearing that lots of members are out 
there “doing stuff”, and I hope you take time to report your adventures to the club 
newsletter! We’d all love to hear about it! 
  
There is more activity planned for the NSHGC. A Herding Fun Day is in the works, 
and our Summer Agility Trial is coming up soon! I hope to see you there. 
  
If you’re not ready to compete in herding, you might want to come and watch an 
AKC herding trial, to see what it is all about. There are only a few local AKC 
herding trials, but one is coming up on June 19-20, 2010. It will be held at 15040 
Old Marine Trail, Scandia, MN 55073. Watching trained dogs is the best way to be 
introduced. Working at a trial is another wonderful way to learn!  
  
With regret, I must announce that our newsletter editor, Jean Runge, has resigned 
as Editor. We are grateful for her service to the club. The newsletter is the way 
most members hear about events! Jean has done a magnificent job pulling things 
together and getting the newsletter out on time, and we all appreciate that!  If you 
are interested in volunteering for this position, please contact me at 
ann@avonleamalinois.com. 
  
Next NSHGC Meeting: 
Thursday, June 17, 2010 
7:30 pm 
Perkins Restaurant (in Shoreview) 
3855 Lexington Avenue North 
Arden Hills, MN 55126 
(651) 482-9234 
  
  
Ann MacKay 
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  NSHGC ANNOUNEMENTS  
 

All Breed Agility Trial 
Monday, July 5, 2010 (Excellent Only) 

Chairperson: Dawn Fisher, 
************* 

August 27, 2010 
Conformation Show 

Washington County Fairgrounds, MN 
Chair: Patti Kleven 
********************** 

Otober 17, 2010 
Herding Trial 

Chair: Lynnette Glandl 
****************************** 

December, 2010 
Agility Trial 

On The Run, Ham Lake, MN 
Chair: Toni Osojnicki 

Club Information                                                                                 
NSHGC Officers, Board, Contacts 
President Anne MacKay 952-472-1257 ann@avonleamalinois.com 
Vice President Bev Capstick 763-295-6206 avagator@tds.net 
Reporting Secretary Dawn Fisher 612-824-7738 kazinsmom@yahoo.com 
Membership Secretary Patti Kleven 651-458-0814 lismorecor@aol.com 

Treasurer    
Board Position (past president) Louanne Brooks 1-651-345-3749 hillhaven1@earthlink.net 
2009-2011 Board Jean Kubic (952-920-4196  Jean.T.Kubic@wellsfargo.com  
 Barb Zusan 651- 430-9156 barbzusan@comcast.net 
 Lynnette Gandl 651-357-3738 lgandl@wandrlyn.com 
2010-2012 Board Karin Andreen  763-425-3236 Ebonaire@hotmail.com 
 Barbara Stransky 651-436-8502 Stransky@Q.com 
2009 Committees: 
FSS Breed Coordinator John Peterson 952-541-0187   john.g.peterson@att.net 
Agility Coordinator Darci Wagner 952-941-8736 Darci.Wagner@comcast.net 
Obedience Coordinator Karin Andreen  763-425-3236 ebonaire@hotmail.com 
Herding Coordinator Lynnette Gandl 651-357-3738 lgandl@wandrlyn.com 
Ring Hospitality Coordinator. Andrea Debbins 612-781-6130 adebbins@yahoo.com 
Educational Coordinator Linn Klingel 651-306-9091 linnkling@aol.com 
Judges Selection Coordinator. Patti Kleven 651-458-0814 lismorecor@aol.com 
Show Chair – January 2010 Anne MacKay 952-472-1257 ann@avonleamalinois.com 
Show Chair - August 2010    
Historian    
Newsletter Editor - Web site  Year 
Yearend Awards 

Jean Runge 507-695-2334 quaintkid@yourstarnet.net 

Trophy Committee Pat Jung  (651) 452-2671 palary@msn.com 
 Maureen Behrens.  (651)-438-4197 augbehrens@earthlink.net 

FSS Report 
  
At its May meeting, the AKC Board of Directors approved the Pumi and several other breeds to advance to the Miscellaneous 
Class effective January 1, 2011.  The Pumi is destined for the Herding Group. 
  
John Peterson 
FSS Coordinator 
 
 
Membership  Meeting 
Thursday,  May 20, 2010 
Perkins Restaurant Shoreview 7:30 PM 
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Meeting opened with a presentation by Dr. Annie Seefeldt DC, CVSMT about chiropractic and dogs.   Article by Dr. Seefeldt 
included.   
 
President’s  Report   We received a thank you note from the Goodhue County $H group thanking us for the help with 
purchase of the Rally equipment.  They would like to come to one of our meetings to show us what they have learned. .  
Secretary’s Report   Motion to accept April meeting notes passed. 
Treasurer’s Report   Transfer of accounting to new Treasurer, Bernie Bullert completed. March checking balance $5786.   
Agility Committee   July trial is open for entry, will begin looking for workers shortly, but all  organization in place. Dawn 
advised hat we had received a concerned letter of issue with the motion from the last meeting regarding club decision on 
mixed breed inclusion in the future trials.   
Herding Committee  Trial planned for weekend of October 16 & 17th. No news on a fun day as of yet.   
Obedience Committee  No update at this time  
Conformation Committee  All in place at this time for August show. 
Junior Showmanship Committee  No Report.  
Membership Committee  1st Readings 
Kris & Clark Osojnicki, Stillwater – Border Collies & Bernese Mountain Dogs  
   Interested in Obedience, Agility and match show organization 
Jack & Jessica Larson, Stillwater – Australian Shepherd and Rottweiler  
   Interested in Agility and hospitality and performance events 
Judy Hagen, Inver Grove Heights – Belgian Malinois and Belgian Tervuren 
   Interested in Conformation, Obedience, Agility and match show organization &    
   hospitality 
Jacqueline Hoye, Centerville – Border Collies  
   Judge, Instructor and Exhibitor in Agility, Interested in Hospitality, Awards and  
   performance  
Trophy/Awards Committee   Committee will need to begin preparations for the next January show.  There is some awards 
that will need to be moved to the storage facility.  
Education Committee   No Report 
Hospitality Committee   No Report 
FSS Report   No Report 
 
Old Business  Decision will need to be made soon on holiday party date.  We will look into possible dates.  
 
New Business  None  
 
John Peterson made a motion that the club retain all its events as purebred only. After discussion with the group present, the 
motion was amended to: 
 
Any committee considering having an event open to mixed breed dogs must first bring the recommendation to the club for 
approval.  Motion carried 7 yeas, 4 neas  
 
Dawn Fisher brought up once again addressing the start time for our meetings.  It appears that many of the people regularly 
attending the meetings are finding the 7 pm start time too difficult to manage.  Many people are arriving late.  Would like to 
discuss this again.  Group present agreed to move the next meeting back again to the 7:30 start time. 
Dawn will ask Jean to prominently add this to the newsletter.  
 
Meeting adjourned  
 
Members Brag 
 
 
Betty, I, Ollie, Jewel and Caileag had fun at the AKC trial in Fargo this weekend.  Ollie finished up his MX title (2nd place) and 
Jewel finished up her AJP title and earned an Excellence A Preferred leg as well – 1st place in both runs.  On Saturday, 
Caileag finished up her OAJ title and on Sunday her OA title and also earned an Excellence A JWW leg.  All three legs were 
1st place finishes. 
  
Karl and Betty Johnson 
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Dr. Annie Seefeldt, DC, CVSMT  giving her talk at May Meeting.   
 
How do you know if your pet needs chiropractic care? 
Chiropractic care is a drug-free approach to relieving pain, restoring function and optimizing health.  Chiropractors remove 
nerve interference, allowing the body to heal itself more thoroughly, naturally.  Now this powerful, holistic modality is available 
to your entire family, even your animal companions!   
Chiropractors perform adjustments to subluxated joints.   A subluxated joint is one that is not moving properly.  A well-
delivered adjustment restores normal anatomical motion.  Why is this important?  Because normal anatomical motion 
decreases pain and keeps the central nervous system healthy by allowing accurate, abundant neurological input from the 
body. i, ii   Surprisingly enough, the ultimate effect of a chiropractic adjustment is not on the joint itself, but within the central 
nervous system. 
Many animals hide pain or dysfunction as long as they can.  So, how do you know when your companion needs adjusting?  If 
something has changed about your animal’s activities or abilities, or they are “aging” quickly, chiropractic may be the key. 
Has your animal discontinued activities that used to be commonplace?  Reluctance to sit, play, or jump to favorite perches 
can be indicators of pain. 
Is your animal less willing or able to perform?  Dogs lag behind on walks, lameness or incoordination becomes evident, 
competitive performance suffers.  Horses resist being saddled, or riders notice irregular gaits or reluctance to take correct 
leads. 
Is your animal “missing the litterbox” or “going in the house?”  Changes in bathroom behaviors (in the absence of an infection 
or parasite infestation) can indicate discomfort. 
Animals that have become fearful, aggressive or anxious may be reacting to chronic pain.  Subluxated ribs can cause pain 
with every inhalation.  Over time this may affect an animal’s confidence or behavior. 
Even animals with pre-existing conditions; such as arthritis, disc herniations, degenerative myelopathy, or hip dysplasia, can 
benefit from chiropractic care.  All of these conditions can cause, or be aggravated by, subluxations elsewhere in the body.  
Although chiropractic will not necessarily eliminate these conditions, it can often help the body cope with them better. 1, iii 
 
 
All of the body’s systems, like the immune, vascular, digestive, respiratory and endocrine; get their marching orders from the 
central nervous system.  Human chiropractic patients often become less reliant on medications for asthma, hypertension, 
endocrine disorders, etc. iv,v, vi  Improvements also occur in some patients with incontinence, because the root cause is often 

                                                 
 
 



 
5 

neurological.vii  How does all this happen from simply adjusting the spine?  Because the internal organs receive input from 
the same spinal nerves that supply the muscles and joints.  A treatment from a qualified chiropractor is a full-body tune up! 
Many owners choose regular maintenance care for their animals to keep them in top-notch condition.  Maintenance visits are 
generally one to three months apart.  Healthy animals seem to need less maintenance than people do.  Perhaps because 
they don’t drive cars, work at computers, or worry about anything other than squirrels in the yard. 
Chiropractic is a powerful modality.  As stated before, its ultimate effect occurs within the central nervous system.  Even a 
well-intended attempt at adjusting, if performed by untrained hands, can have devastating effects on your animal.  Be certain 
that you fully understand the credentials of your service provider.  Find a chiropractor or veterinarian that has completed a 
post-doctorate training course approved by the American Veterinary Chiropractic Association or the International Veterinary 
Chiropractic Association.   These courses train chiropractors to recognize situations that require immediate veterinary 
intervention or co-management. 
 
Annie Seefeldt, DC, CVSMT  Minnesota’s 1st Board Registered Animal Chiropractor 
 
Additional information, owner testimonials, and contact information for Dr. Seefeldt and other Board Registered Animal 
Chiropractors can be found at Minnesota Animal Chiropractic Care, www.MNAnimalChiro.org. 
1 Pickar, J.G. Wheeler, J.D. (2001) 'Response of Muscle Proprioceptors to Spinal Manipulative-like Loads in the Anesthetized 
Cat' Journal of Manipulative and Physiological Therapeutics, Vol 24, Part: 1: pp. 2-11 
1 Cramer, G.D., Lecture Notes. Healing Oasis Wellness Center, Basic Veterinary Spinal Manipulative Therapy, Module 2, 
November 2007. 
1 Huff, L. and Brady, D.M. Instant Access to Chiropractic Guidelines and Protocols. 2nd ed. Elsevier Mosby, St. Louis, MO, 
2005. 
1 Gatterman, M.I. Foundations of Chiropractic: Subluxation. 2nd ed. Elsevier Mosby, St. Louis, MO, 2005. 
1 Gibbs, A.L. (2005) 'Chiropractic Co-management of Medically Treated Asthma' Clinical Chiropractic, Vol 8, Part: 3: pp. 140-
144 
1 DeNoon, D.J. (2007) 'Chiropractic Cuts Blood Pressure' WebMD Health News, March 16, 2007, [online] Available at: 
<http://www.webmd.com/hypertension-high-blood-pressure/news/20070316/chiropractic-cuts-blood-pressure> [Accessed 
12/15/2008] 
1 Ali, S. et al. Proceedings of the 2002 International Conference on Spinal Manipulation.  
1 Bagley, R.S. Fundamentals of Veterinary Clinical Neurology. Blackwell Publishing, Ames, IA, 2005. 
 
 
 
 
 
THE MDR1 GENE MUTATION-IS YOUR DOG AT RISK?  
Submitted by: Jean Kubic  
 
 
Let me tell you a sad story about my 13 year old Australian Shepherd, Shappa.  I’m telling you this story so hopefully you 
won’t let it happen to your dog. Well, Shappa had cancer.  She was treated with a chemotherapy drug that caused a very bad 
reaction.  She spent 4 days in intensive care and never fully recovered.  After several blood transfusions, I had to put her 
down about a month later.  It turns out that she has the MDR1 (Multi-Drug Resistance 1) gene mutation.  Many Collie-type 
herding breeds including the Australian Shepherds have this gene mutation which causes sensitivities to certain drugs. The 
gene mutation doesn’t allow these drugs to be cleansed from the brain which can then build up to toxic levels causing 
neurological illness and/or death. The good news is there is a simple DNA test (a cheek swab) available that identifies if your 
dog has the gene mutation.  Shappa was given the DNA test after the fact. The results of her test came back mutant/normal 
indicating that she did have one copy of the mutant MDR1 gene.  I really don’t want to see any other dog go through the 
ordeal that Shappa went through when it’s so easily to prevent.  So a recommendation was made to the NSHGC Board of 
Directors to hold a “health clinic” offering the DNA test to anyone who would like to have their dog tested.  The Board 
approved the request.  Please take a few minutes to read the information below on the MDR1 gene mutation.  If you are 
interested in ordering a DNA testing kit, there will be an order form available in the NSHGC August Specialty Show Premium.  
Washington State University provides the DNA testing kit at a cost of $60.00 and believe me it’s worth every penny.  The 
clinic will be held in conjunction with our August Specialty on Friday, August 27th. The test will be administered by a 
veterinary technician after the end of the Specialty.  The deadline for the ordering the DNA testing kit is August 9, 2010.  If 
the results of the DNA test indicate that your dog has the gene mutation, let your veterinarian know right away. This 
information needs to be added to your dog’s file so it isn’t given any potentially harmful drugs. 
  
MDR1 FAQs 
 
What is MDR1? 
MDR1 is the abbreviated name of a gene called Multi-Drug Resistance 1. A mutation of this gene causes sensitivity to 
Ivermectin and a number of other drugs. Dogs with the mutation will react to those drugs. Having two copies of the mutation 
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will lead to drug reactions, but having a single copy can also confer some sensitivity with some drugs. Dogs with this mutation 
have a transport defect - the drug goes in to their brains, fails to be transported out, and builds up to toxic levels. This causes 
serious neurological problems including seizures and sometimes death.  
 
Which drugs cause reactions? 
Ivermectin was the first drug recognized to cause a reaction, but it is far from the only one. Ivermectin at low dosage, as 
found in heartworm medications, will not cause a reaction. The larger doses needed for worming will. Other commonly 
administered drugs on the list include acepromazine and Imodium. Fortunately, there are alternative medications available if 
your dog requires treatment.  
 
The drugs involved can be found on the website below. 
http://www.vetmed.wsu.edu/depts-VCPL/drugs.aspx  
 
Dogs that do not carry an MDR1 mutation may safely receive the listed drugs.  
Which breeds are affected?  
Australian Shepherds  Old English Sheepdogs Collies (Rough and Smooth)  German Shepherd Dogs  
English Shepherds  Long-haired Whippets McNabbs  Shetland Sheepdogs Miniature Australian Shepherds 
Silken Windhounds  Mix-breeds with any of the above in their background 
 
How do I know if my dog has the MDR1 mutation? 
If your dog has already reacted to one of these drugs, it has the mutation. However, reactions can be so dangerous to your 
dog it is advisable to have the dog tested so you know whether it is sensitive before it receives any of the listed drugs.  
 
What do the MDR1 test results mean? 
This is a DNA mutation test. It will determine whether or not a dog has the MDR1 mutation and, if it does, whether it has one 
copy or two. The test report will provide you with the genotype for your dog, generally listed as Normal/Normal, 
Normal/Mutant or Mutant/Mutant.   Dogs with even one copy of the mutation should be considered sensitive to listed drugs. If 
your dog carries the mutation, provide a copy of the test results and a copy of the listed drugs to every veterinarian who 
treats your dog and let them know your dog cannot have those drugs.  
 
What dogs should be tested and how often? 
Since this is a DNA test, a dog only needs to be tested once.  
The only exception is as follows: If both parents of a dog have tested Normal/Normal, they cannot pass on the gene and their 
offspring will not need to be tested. However, if a Normal/Normal dog is bred to one of unknown status or one that has even a 
single copy of the mutation, the offspring must be tested. 
  
The MDR1 FAQs printed with the permission of C. A. Sharp, President of the Australian Shepherd Heath & Genetic Institute. 
                                                 
 
 
 
CH Chargany's Voyageur (V'Ger) won the BSCA National 
Specialty. He was bred by John & myself. Shown by me. It was a 
phenomenal win. We never expected to win, we went hoping for 
an AOM. However, I believe V'Ger had other plans. He literally 
drug me to the ring, it was in the ballroom at the hotel. The dog 
had not been in the hotel, at a full trot across the parking lot 
he went directly into the hotel, down the hallways & to the 
ballroom & showed his heart out, never stopping until the day 
was done. It was incredible, that's all I can say. I was on the end 
of the lead & directed him around the ring but he said it was his 
day. He was given BOB by breeder Judge Teddi Gill, it was such 
an honor to win. I'm so proud to be his breeder, owner & handler, 
he's an incredible Belgian!     
      
Jan Powers 
Chargany Belgians 
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Awangarda Lucarz Katarzyna.   
Best of Winners Eau Claire April 18, 2010.   
Our Kater Tater always does it her way.  Katie continues to give 
us joy and make us proud.  Karen Nielsen has trained her through 
level 3 in obedience...   perhaps she will compete there as well 
soon.   
  
Other wins on Sunday were Awangarda Admiraal Barwny WD and 
Polish Hills' Heart Throb BOS.  On Saturday, Awangarda Admiraal 
Barwny took BOW and Awangarda Spice Girl took WB, Polish 
Hills' Heart Throb BOS.  It was an all-in-the family weekend.   
  
JR hander, Isaiah McManus took second place on Sunday in 
Novice JRs.  Isaiah showed in excellent form but got thrown a 
curve ball when the judge asked him to table his dog, an area he 
had not been trained to do.  Isaiah continues to grow in 
confidence and technique.  It is a joy to watch him.  Unfortunately I 
forgot my camera, so I got no pictures.   
 
Mary J. McKennan 
Awangarda Polish Lowland Sheepdogs 
 

 
Shown with :Breeder: Karen Nielsen 
Handler: Diane Fields and Judge: George M Vukich 

 
 
Ann MacKay  reports that her Belgian Malinois, “Batik” was 
Best in Specialty Show at the American Belgian Malinois 
Club National Specialty, held at Purina Farms in May. 

BISS CH. Batik du Mas de la Galandie NA NAJ NF. 
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NSHGC Herding Instinct Testing  
( or a practice session for those with experience)  
Held Saturday, June 26, starting at 2 pm. Testing will be done by Phyllis Clark who is an experienced  
handler, trainer and instructor of all herding breeds, including her own Rottweilers! And she has  
worked with me and my Laekenois.  
 
$20 for the first dog, and $15 for each additional dog owned by the same person, up to 3 total.   
Cash preferred, payable to Phyllis Clark. PLEASE REGISTER* in advance if at all possible, with either  
Lynnette Gandl or Dawn Fisher and plan to arrive no later than 4 pm. We will continue to 6 pm if we  
have enough dogs but we want everyone there by 4.  You can call or email either Dawn or Lynnette  
with the number of dogs, the breed(s) and ages of the dogs (it helps for planning.)  
 
You can learn a LOT from watching other folks and their dogs, so come early!  Phyllis will be taking  
the dogs in for the Instinct Testing and the club will provide a Certificate for all who pass. It's not an  
official title, but will give you a good indication if your dog has the potential to continue on to  
herding competition. My Whiskey passed his AKC Herding Test classes and earned his HT after only 5  
or 6 lessons!  (although some dogs DO take longer!) 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
Phyllis's place is in Wisconsin, about an hour and 15 minutes from St. Paul, and is 5 miles north of  
Glenwood City.   From the Cities, proceed EAST on I-94 and take exit 28 to Glenwood City (left or  
north) on highway 128. Proceed THROUGH the town of Glenwood City until you reach Highway 64. As  
the road crosses the Highway, it changes to County Road "P" and you proceed north for 3 miles, then  
turn to the RIGHT on Road "Q." Proceed east for 2 miles, cross 10th St. (may also be labeled as 320th  
St.), and go ½ mile until you ALMOST reach the top of the hill. It's the 2nd driveway on the right after  
the intersection with 10th/320th.  We will try to have some flagging on the mailbox to show you that  
you've arrived in the right place. The mailbox is on an old plow (sorry I don't have the address - it's  
the country!)  Call me if you get lost 651-357-3738. 
 
 
 


