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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

“I myself have known some profoundly thoughtful dogs.” 
James Thurber 

 
So much has happened since the last newsletter!  Our January Specialty at the 
River Center went off very well, thanks to Show Chair Ann MacKay and the 
many, many members who helped to make it a success.  Taking on 
Sweepstakes this year was a big step, but will become a draw for entries in the 
future, I believe. A special thanks to Deb Johnson for lining up stewards, dog 
show tour guides, and staffing and stocking the NSHGC Information Booth.  
Thanks everyone who stepped up to help. 
 
As I write, the Obedience Trial at Total Recall is winding down.  Thanks, Karin 
Andreen and Dawn Fisher for your hard work!  We’ll look forward to hearing 
more about it in the next Newsletter. 
 
The Holiday Party/Awards Banquet/Annual Meeting at Guilden’s Restaurant 
went very well.  “Hats-off” to Glenna Weninger and Vicky Peterson for selecting 
the location and menu, for taking reservation and collecting money, and for the 
decorations and cake.  Everyone agreed that this earned a “repeat performance” 
for next year: location and timing were great!  The Awards Committee did a 
super job!  There were personalized dog tags for members whose dogs earned 
new titles this year, and lovely wooden plaques for Outstanding Members, 
nominated and recognized by their peers for their special contributions to the 
NSHGC.  If you received one of these awards and were not at the party, your 
plaque is being mailed to you.  Recipients are listed in the minutes from the 
annual meeting, elsewhere in this newsletter.  Take a moment to read through 
them, and refresh your memory on all the club has achieved this year.  Great job, 
gang! 
 
If you are interested in serving on a committee of the club, please contact a 
board member or myself, or attend a meeting and let us know.  We have a great 
bunch of folks who devote a lot of time and effort to keep this club vital and 
active!  We’d love to have you join the fun!  We are particularly in need of some 
folks to help with trophies.  Holly Dundore and Kathy DuVall have done a super 
job, but it is a big job, with a lot of details, and they would like some help, with an 
eye to transitioning out of the job for a while 
Speaking of trophies, contact Katy DuVall if you wish to make a trophy donation 
for the August Specialty show. 
 
There is some discussion about changing our meeting location to some place 
other than Shoreview.  If you have a suggestion for an alternate location or 
facility, please share your thoughts with me or a board member before the next 
monthly meeting Feb. 19. 
 
Welcome new member Patty Fulton!  We’re glad to have you! 
 

Louanne Brooks 
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  NSHGC ANNOUNEMENTS  

It’s that time of year again, The membership renewa ls are due . 
 

Donations for Trophies for our ���������	
�����������	
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��  August 2009 Show, 
Any one interested in Donating 
 please contact Kathy DuVall 

marienterprises@hotmail.com 
SEE PAGE 9 
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Club Information                                                                                 
NSHGC Officers, Board, Contacts 
President Louanne Brooks 1-651-345-3749 hillhaven1@earthlink.net 
Vice President Anne MacKay 952-472-1257 ann@avonleamalinois.com 
Reporting Secretary- Dawn Fisher 612-824-7738 kazinsmom@yahoo.com 
Membership Secretary Patti Kleven 651-458-0814 lismorecor@aol.com 
Treasurer John Petersen 952-541-0187 john.g.peterson@att.net 
2009-2011 Board Bev Capstick 763-295-6206 avagator@tds.net 
 Barb Zusan 651- 430-9156 Barbzusan@yahoo.com 
 Lynette Gangl 651-357-3738 lgandl@wandrlyn.com 
2008-2010  Karin Andreen  763-425-3236 Ebonaire@hotmail.com 
 Barbara Stransky 651-436-8502 Stransky@Q.com  
Board Position (past president) Patti Kleven 651-458-0814 lismorecor@aol.com 
2009 Committees: 
FSS Breed Coordinator John Peterson 952-541-0187   john.g.peterson@att.net 
Agility Coordinator Darci Wagner 952-941-8736 cdwagner@mn.rr.com 
Obedience Coordinator Karin Andreen  763-425-3236 ebonaire@hotmail.com 
Herding Coordinator Lynn Gandl 651-357-3738 
����

�����
������  

Ring Hospitality Coord. Andrea Debbins 612-781-6130 adebbins@yahoo.com 
Educational Coordinator Linn Klingel 651-306-9091 linnkling@aol.com 
Judges Selection Coord. Steve Sorenson 715-834-9248  
    
Show Chair – January 2009 Anne MacKay 952-472-1257 ann@avonleamalinois.com 
Swhow Chair - August 2009 Steve Sorenson 715-834-9248  
Historian Sharon Danley 651) 426-9688 cassaday315@aol.com  
Newsletter Editor - Web site  Jean Runge 507-695-2334 quaintkid@yourstarnet.net 
Members Brags  
 01/2/09 Friday at the NSHGC Show, Jaycee my 7 
month old Cardigan Welsh Corgi puppy, at her first 
show, was WB- BOW- BOS over specials for a 4-point 
major.  Jaycee is known as Visions Just Imagine.                                              
Jean Runge 

 

Sunday 01/4/09: My Cardigan Welsh Corgi- Trace, 
Qwaynt’s Mystery Man was WD BOW BOB over 
specials for a 4 point Major.   
                                                                Judy Johnson 
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C-ATCH Ollie and Betty  
Ollie made his “Mom” very happy by finishing the 
requirements for his C-ATCH (CPE Agility Trial 
Champion) title.  The title was completed by earning a 
Q on his Jackpot (think Gamblers) run on November 1 
at South Paws K9 show.  Ollie had been having a bit 
of a struggle with Jackpots recently and so Betty was 
very happy with her boy.  There are two judges shown 
on the picture because Karl Johnson was the judge of 
record for the day and designed the course but 
Jennifer LaPierre stepped in to judge Ollie and Betty’s 
run. 
Team Ollie had an awesome weekend that 
show.  Ollie and Betty qualified all ten times out of ten 
runs available.  Ollie also finished up his Wildcard 
class Champion (ChWC) title. 
 

 

NEWS from AKC  
January 15, 2009 
 
Future changes to the Obedience Regulations. All of the following changes are in the October 2008 Gazette and available 
on the AKC website. 
 
In 2007, the AKC Board approved three optional titling classes, which became effective on January 1, 2009. Offering 
these classes is entirely optional and the club's decision. 
 
Graduate Novice. Exercises are the same as when this class could be offered as a non-regular class; judges must be 
approved to judge Novice or higher classes; suggested judging rate is eight dogs per hour.  
 
Graduate Open. Exercises are the same as when this class could be offered as a non-regular class; judges must be 
approved to judge Open or higher; judging rate is seven dogs per hour.  
Versatility. Structure is slightly different from when this class could be offered as a non-regular class, with 12 possible  
combinations provided for judges to choose from; judges must be approved to judge Utility; suggested judging rate is six 
dogs per hour. 
Three new non-regular classes have been added to the Obedience Regulations, as approved by the AKC Board at the 
July 2007 Board meeting. These classes are Wild Card Novice, Wild Card Open, and Wild Card Utility. Judges must have 
trained and exhibited a dog to the Utility title and must apply to the AKC for approval to judge non-regular classes.  
 
A new Master (OM)/Grand Master (OGM) title program was added to recognize consistently high scoring dogs, in which 
title points will be recorded for dogs with a Utility title. The point schedule is listed in the regulations. 
 
Effective on January 1, 2010, clubs will have the option of holding two all-breed obedience trials concurrently, at the same 
time on the same day (as opposed to two trials in succession under the current rules). A new non-regular class, 
Obedience Advanced Team Work, may be offered. 
 
Effective July 1, 2010, a club may offer a new optional titling class, Beginners Novice (BN), which is a class designed to 
bridge Rally and Novice level obedience. 
 
Additionally, effective January 1, 2011, the CD CDX, UD, GN, GO, VER, and BN titles will be awarded to any dog who 
receives three qualifying scores under two different judges. This will change the current requirement of three qualifying 
scores under three different judges. 

The Agility Regulations were revised, effective March 1, 2009 to clarify the leash requirement when entering or leaving a 
ring.  

The criteria for approving Rally judges were modified to: Allow applicants to apply provisionally for all levels at the same 
time, and Change the requirements of judging a minimum of ten assignments with at least ten dogs competing in each 

assignment to judging a minimum of 350 dogs judged overall          ***** 

Welcome to the Herding Group 1/1/2009 
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The Pyrenean Shepherd  or "Pyr Shep" has herded sheep in the Pyrenees Mountains of Southern France for centuries. 
The breed comes in two coat types – Rough-Faced and Smooth-Faced. It first distinguished itself outside its native 
mountains during its service to French troops during World War I. Hundreds, perhaps thousands, of Pyr Sheps gave their 
lives for the cause as couriers, search and rescue dogs finding injured soldiers after battles, and accompanying guards on 
their rounds.  
Some Pyr Sheps came to North America in the 19th century accompanying flocks of imported sheep. Pyr Shep fanciers 
imported breeding stock in the 1970’s and 80’s, establishing of protecting and preserving Pyrenean Shepherds. Although 
tentative with strangers, the Pyrenean Shepherd has a very lively, cheerful disposition, and is a superb canine athlete who 
excels at agility and other dog sports.  
 
The Norwegian Buhund  belongs to a large class of dogs called the Spitz type. The breed as we know it today, with its 
prick ears and curled tail, was nurtured in the rainy western coastlands of Norway where they herded sheep, guarded 
farms and hunted bear and wolf. Besides working ability, Buhunds are trained to aid the hearing impaired, perform some 
types of police work, and perform well in obedience and agility trials. In fact, the Buhund is considered by many to be the 
most trainable of the Spitz breeds due to their innate desire to please and quick aptitude to learn. Today they work with 
livestock, guard home and family and make wonderful companions for active people or families. the foundation for the 
breed in America today. Working closely with the French parent club, U.S. fanciers founded the Pyrenean Shepherd Club 
of America in 1987 with the goal  

Annual  Meeting 
Sunday, January 11, 2009 

 
 

President’s Report:  Louanne opened the meeting by asking the members present if they enjoyed the dinner and if the 
locations was good.  Those present all stated, they were happy with the location and the dinner.  
Louanne stated   how proud she was of the club and asked the crowd to help her outline all of the clubs accomplishments 
for the 2008-year.  It was quite a list and represents a huge accomplishment by the group. 

Agility Trial- 3 days 3 Education Programs Great Newsletter Puppy Buyers Guide 
Annual Fun Match 

Awards Committee 

Herding Rejuvenated Obedience-Rally Trial 3 
days 

Storage Locker 

New Business Cards Juniors Program Our Own Banquet Successful Trophy Drives 
2 Conformation Specialties 

adding  sweepstakes 
Membership Increased Picnic Website Redesigned 

 
Louanne also requested any suggestions for 2009?      Sanctioned Herding Match was requested. 

Elections:  The membership present voted in the nominated board unanimously.  

The 2009 board:  

President-Louanne Brooks                   Vice President-Ann MacKay  Recording Secretary- Dawn Fisher 

Membership Secretary- Patti Kleven  Treasurer- John Peterson  Board Member - Bev Capstick 

Board Member- Barb Zusan  Board Member Lynnette Gandl  

 
Obedience Committee   Dawn Fisher reported that Obedience trial has filled,  but Rally trial only about 1/2 filled. We are 
still in need to volunteers to work at the show stewarding.  Please contact Dawn if interested in helping.   
 
Conformation Committee:  Anne Mackay was commended for doing such a great job her first time as show chair.  She 
reported that the show went well overall.  Entries were up; we had all breed sweepstakes and double the rings from 2008.  
Anne will be chairing next year as well and reported that she has a few ideas to make it even better.  
 
Membership Committee:  Patti Kleven reporting:  
New members 1st Reading  

· Amy Ross- Collies - does conformation and performance, interested in educational programs and 
community service  Sponsored by Jean Runge and Dawn Fisher 

 
· Patricia and Rachel Anstett - Collies- does conformation and performance, interested in hospitality and 

fund raising  Sponsored by Jean Runge and Dawn Fisher 
 
Second Reading and Voted In 

· Patty Fulton– Pembroke Welsh Corgis Very active in all performance venues  
   Willing to assist with Agility  Sponsored by Chris  and Deb Johnson 
 
The application for Shannon and Jolene Weiss was misplaced last year.  A motion was made and passed to accept this 

Gulden’s 61 Restaurant 
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membership as this member has been under the impression that they have been a member all year and has been 
participating in club juniors’ activities.  The motion was seconded and passed. 
 
Trophy/Awards Committee:  Awards were presented to members who were nominated for outstanding contributions:    

· Karin Andreen for all her hard work with the obedience- rally trials and as its chairperson. All her work for 
an active obedience committee in 2008. 

 
· Holly Dundore for your work with the trophies for the Jan, and Aug 2008 shows 

 
· Kathy Duvall for all your hard work in getting donation for the trophies for the Jan and Aug 2008 shows   

 
· Betty Johnson for all the hard work for the agility trial in 2008 

 
· Karl Johnson for your hard work for the agility trial in 2008 

 
· Deb Johnson for all her service to the club in 2008 including the puppy information sheet and getting 

volunteers for January 2008-and 2009 shows 
 

· Chris Mosley for service to the club in multiple ways, on the board and at club functions including 2008 
agility trial. 

 
· Patti Kleven has served as past president and as membership secretary.  Given her time to serve on the 

board for several years, Actively helps in the Jan show wherever needed. Coordinated the set up and 
clean up and everything in-between for the of the Aug 2008 show. Solely organized the November fun 
match. Makes almost every meeting. Her special ways of encouraging our Jouniour members.  

 
· Darcy Wagner for your work as show chair for the Agility trial in 2008 

 
· Brad Zarcho and family for all your hard work with NSHGC. 

 
· Betsy Hadac for doing a great job at the Agility trial 

 
· Mary McKennan for all the Work as secretary, web master, and newsletter editor for several years. 

 
· Jean Runge for a timely newsletter and web site revision 

 
The awards committee, created dog tags with 2008 NSHGC, Dogs name and owners phone number, along with 
certificates for dogs and handlers who earned new titles in 2008.  
 
New Business:  Several members have in the recent past asked that we reconsider the meeting location and time.  It was 
felt that perhaps 7:30 was too late for some members to attend. There was a bit of discussion regarding times, some felt 
that we should have the meetings earlier; others felt that was an issue for both traffic and other family home needs.  A 
different location was also discussed- some suggestions were more central location, possibly library, or community 
center?   
 
Louanne asked for a committee, if anyone would like to volunteer.  John Peterson will create a map, if members who are 
interested in attending, will let him know where they would be coming from in the event it is a work location versus a home 
location.  Dawn Fisher indicated she will write up query for the membership for the yahoo group list and newsletter.  A 
motion to bring this to the next meeting was made and carried.  
 
Kathy Duvall brought up trophies for the fall show.. Members who wish to sponsor a trophy need to contact her with the 
details.  Bev Capstick suggested that we consider having separate committees for each of the 2 shows, Heidi Lund 
suggested we need one for Obedience as well.  A suggestion was made to Louanne that we need to have a different type 
of trophy as well.  Discussion was raised about cost of trophies, having been able to purchase them through wholesale in 
the past has been a huge benefit to the club.  Kathy indicated, as the August trophy information will need to be into 
Onofrio shortly, the current group would maintain this next event. We will continue discussion regarding a second group in 
the February meeting.  
Meeting adjourned…..  
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MN Legislation News  
Introduced  Senate Bill S.F. 7 and House bill  H.F. 253 
The 2009-2010 legislative session has begun and a new puppy and kitten mill bill has been introduced. 
 The bill number in the Senate is S.F. 7, authored by Senator Don Betzold introduced January 8 2009 referred 
to Agriculture and Veterans Committee.  
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/bin/bldbill.php?bill=S0007.0.html&session=ls86 
The House bill H.F. No. 253,  introduced January 21 2009  
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/bin/bldbill.php?bill=H0253.0.html&session=ls86 
 
Senate Bill introduced January 22 2009 S.F.201 referred to Agriculture and Veterans Committee.   
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/revisor/pages/search_status/status_detail.php?b=Senate&f=SF0201&ssn=
0&y=2009 
 
It is very important for you to contact your own State Senator and Representative now, so tell them how you 
feel about this bill again. 

**************** 
 

http://www.dognews.com/2008/112808/bebout.html  
Dog News: 
 Priorities  by Walter Bebout 
The purebred dog community tends to focus on supposed 
pressing issues such as group realignment, the judging 
approval process, or candidates for the four AKC Board 
positions to be elected at the March 2009 Delegates 
meeting. Individual exhibitors fret whether their show 
entries were received prior to the entry deadline and if the 
major in bitches will hold at the shows this weekend. Club 
show committees agonize over the choice of sterling silver 
or crystal for Group trophies for their annual shows. What 
is lost in the concentration on these seemingly important 
issues is the one prevailing issue that must rightfully be the 
concern of every purebred dog owner and breeder, the 
right to own and breed dogs responsibly. If we lose the 
right to keep dogs, then trophies and judges selection 
committee decisions and the politics of AKC Board 
elections become superfluous. 
The purebred dog fancy must understand that for all of our 
self interest in our narrow range of activities, we are 
embedded within a much larger community of companion 
animal owners. We tend not to recognize the animal-
related issues faced by elected officials because we view 
everything through the "lens" of responsible dog owners. 
We do everything right in the way we own, keep and breed 
our dogs, so why the spate of negative legislation related 
to dog ownership? What has to be recognized is that there 
exist legitimate public policy concerns related to pet 
ownership that must rightfully be addressed by elected 
officials. Responsible purebred dog owners are doomed to 
continually fight negative canine legislation unless and until 
we acknowledge that problems related to dog ownership 
prevail in our communities and we must commit to work 
collectively with elected officials to address these 
problems.  
Our fascination with the "animal rights movement" as the 
source of all threats to dog ownership sometimes impedes 
our ability to establish relationships with elected officials to 
address issues related to irresponsible dog ownership. The 
existence of an ideologically motivated and well-funded 
animal rights movement is well documented and 
constitutes a very real threat to animal ownership. That 
said, the majority of dog-related legislation is not forwarded 

to serve an animal rights agenda but is instead 
promulgated to deal with problems caused by irresponsible 
dog owners. Leash laws are necessary because some 
individuals refuse to confine their dogs and allow their dogs 
to roam at large. If a neighbor has a dog that barks 
incessantly an individual most assuredly might appear 
before the city council or the county commission 
demanding that a nuisance ordinance be adopted to 
restore tranquility in the neighborhood. Animal cruelty 
legislation is in place in all fifty states because some 
individuals treat animals inhumanely and maintain animals 
in substandard conditions. Breed specific ban or restriction 
ordinances are the most frequently introduced negative 
canine legislation 
initiatives in the United States and these ordinances are 
almost always the result of a dog attack or severe mauling 
in a community. Breed specific legislation is wrong-headed 
and must be opposed whenever introduced but the 
purebred dog community must concurrently support well-
written dangerous dog legislation to deal with problem 
dogs, regardless of breed. Community safety is paramount; 
we should all be able to walk the streets of our community 
without the threat of dog attack. All of the above cited 
legislative initiatives stem from the prevailing problem 
faced by elected officials in seeking to assure quality of life 
in their communities, the irresponsible dog owner. I have 
been criticized for using the term "irresponsible dog 
owner," with the view that such terminology only feeds and 
supports the position of the animal rights movement. My 
response to such an allegation is that most of the 
legislative battles responsible dog owners have to contest 
are caused by the actions of irresponsible dog owners. We 
must fight to protect the right to own and breed dogs 
responsibly and must consider each piece of proposed 
legislation to assure that right, but we must not 
concurrently expend our limited political capital with elected 
officials by seeming to defend the indefensible actions of 
irresponsible dog owners. Bebout Mandatory spay/neuter 
(MSN) legislation is the most far-reaching and potentially 
threatening of legislative initiatives. Everyone in the 
purebred dog community is aware of California Assembly 
Bill 1634 introduced in February 2007 and defeated in 
August 2008. What is likely less well known is that state-
level MSN legislation was introduced in New Mexico in 
2007 and in Arizona, New Jersey, Virginia and 
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Massachusetts in 2008. State legislatures in six states 
across two years considered MSN bills and in each 
instance MSN was rejected. While state-level MSN has 
failed, multiple local jurisdictions have adopted MSN 
ordinances. Mandatory spay/neuter legislation is most 
assuredly part of the animal rights  agenda but the 
arguments in support of MSN resonate with elected 
officials because of the number of animal shelter intakes, 
euthanasia rates and the costs of operating shelters. The 
reality is that shelter intakes and euthanasia rates have 
decreased across the past fifteen years in most 
jurisdictions, but elected officials can succumb to the 
panacea offered by MSN as a solution to perceived shelter 
population issues. Mandatory spay/neuter initiatives allow 
the purebred dog community to articulate the wrong-
headedness of MSN and concurrently demonstrate our 
commitment to responsible dog ownership and our 
willingness to engage elected officials in solutions to 
shelter population issues. Many AKC-affiliated clubs are 
actively involved with their local shelters by providing 
funding and volunteers. We must recognize that local 
governmental entities daily deal with a range of shelter 
intakes not related to purebred dogs but part of a larger pet 
population issue, with the potential to impact public policy 
decisions not favorable to the purebred dog community. 
Animal shelter population is a multi-faceted issue with a 
marked division between dog and cat intakes and the 
percentage of feral cats within the shelter population. What 
is obvious from all the available shelter intake data is that 
purebred dogs remain a very small percentage of intakes 
at any animal shelter. Purebred dog rescue groups will, if 
allowed, collect and place any purebred dogs received by a 
shelter. The purebred dog community must extend our 
commitment beyond rescue of purebred shelter dogs to 
include active involvement to address sources of dogs 
entering shelters. The American Pet Products 
Manufacturers Association (APPMA) conducts surveys 
across a range of topics related to pet ownership. Their 
2005-2006 survey determined that more than 70% of 
owned dogs are spayed or neutered. The vast majority of 
dog owners surveyed decided that spaying or neutering 
was the right decision for their pet. This decision was 
completely voluntary, without any mandate from 
governmental entities. What should be recognized is that 
this is aggregate-level data combining all segments of 
society, not separated by socio-economic status. It is 
logical to conclude that as income and education 
increases, so does the propensity to spay or neuter a 
household pet. 
What remains is the reality that low income families may 
well have a dog as a pet but their likelihood to spay or 
neuter would be well below the 70% aggregate level. Many 
AKC-affiliated clubs are active participants in issues related 
to their local shelters. These clubs recognize that shelter 
intakes of dogs directly relates to the propensity of local 
elected officials to consider a range of breeding restrictions 
including intact animal permits, breeders permits and 
mandatory spay/neuter. In response, many clubs 
contribute to funding low cost spay/neuter clinics to assist 
economically disadvantaged families to spay or neuter their 
pets. These clubs recognize that what happens at their 
local shelter can impact public policy decisions. When the 
purebred dog community is perceived by elected officials 

as actively involved in shelter issues we gain a "seat at the 
table" whenever public policy issues related to dog 
ownership are considered. We gain credibility when we  
acknowledge pet ownership issues outside our narrow 
perspective of purebred dog ownership and our club 
activities. We can either expend efforts in a completely 
defensive mode reacting to negative canine legislative 
issues or we can acknowledge that we are part of a much 
larger pet ownership community. What happens in that 
larger pet ownership community directly impacts our right 
to own and breed dogs responsibly. We can present 
ourselves and our clubs as responsible dog owners willing 
to assist elected officials in dealing with the very real public 
policy decisions related to animals or we can wait and 
react to negative legislation. The choice is ours and it is a 
matter of priorities. 

 

Event it open to anyone interested :  �������������

�
�	���������������
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Harmony in your Home Seminar - Saturday, Feb. 21, 2009 
A seminar focused on leadership in your home-everyday, 
in-home techniques, and leadership in training, how to 
communicate with your dog (what is your dog trying to tell 
you), and First Aid for your dog (CPR, the Heimlich, what 
needs to be in a first aid kit for your dog, and how to 
identify and respond to an emergency). 
Date: Saturday, Feb. 21, 2009 
Time: Registration at 10:30, seminar will run from 11:00 am 
- 5:00 pm 
Where: Rondo Community Library, Multi-purpose Room 
(off Dale and I94 in St. Paul)         Cost: $20.00 
Details: 
       11 – 12:30: Leadership Techniques - taught by Tiffany 

Huebner, Founder of A Rotta Love��
�	��
       12:30 – 1:30: Lunch Break 
       1:30 – 3pm: Dog Speak - learn calming signals, stress 
signals, and more -taught by Deb Schneider ,  
       3:00 – 4:30: First Aid for your Dog – learn CPR, the 
Heimlich, and mor, taught by Amy Mabie, CVT.  
       4:30-5:00: Wrap up 
To register early, please e-mail Beth Delaforest at   
bdelaforest@arottalove.org to sign up.   willl send you a 
registration form. 
  
E: bdelaforest@arottalove.org   Web 
site : www.arottalove.org   Call: 651.592.9591 
 
 
 
 
Chicken Jerky Treats--FDA Warning 
 
http://www.fda.gov/cvm/CVM_Updates/ComplaintsChicJer
ky.htm  
Preliminary Animal Health Notification  
 
FDA Continues To Receive Complaints about Chicken 
Jerky Products for Dogs and Cautions Consumers 
 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) continues to 
caution consumers of a potential association between the 
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development of illness in dogs and the consumption of 
chicken jerky products also described as chicken tenders, 
strips or treats. FDA continues to receive complaints of 
dogs experiencing illness that their owners or veterinarians 
associate with consumption of chicken jerky products.  
The chicken jerky products are imported to the U.S. from 
China. FDA issued a cautionary warning to consumers in 
September 2007. 
 
Australian news organizations report the University of 
Sydney is also investigating an association between illness 
in dogs and the consumption of chicken jerky in Australia. 
At least one firm in Australia has recalled their chicken 
jerky product and the recall notification stated the chicken 
jerky product was manufactured in China. 
 
FDA believes the continued trend of consumer complaints 
coupled with the information obtained from Australia 
warrants an additional reminder and animal health 
notification. Chicken jerky products should not be 
substituted for a balanced diet and are intended to be used 
occasionally and in small quantities. Owners of small dogs 
must be especially careful to limit the amount of these 
products. FDA, in addition to several veterinary diagnostic 
laboratories in the U.S, is working to determine why these 
products are associated with illness in dogs. To date, 
scientists have not been able to determine a definitive 
cause for the reported illnesses. FDA has conducted 

extensive chemical and microbial testing but has not 
identified any contaminant. 
 
FDA is advising consumers who choose to feed their dogs 
chicken jerky products to watch their dogs closely for any 
or all of the following signs which may occur within hours to 
days of feeding the product: decreased appetite, although 
some may continue to consume  
the treats to the exclusion of other foods;  decreased 
activity; vomiting; diarrhea, sometimes with blood; and  
increased water consumption and/or increased urination. If 
the dog shows any of these signs, stop feeding the chicken 
jerky product.  Owners should consult their veterinarian if 
signs are severe or persist for more than 24 hours. Blood 
tests may indicate kidney failure  (increased urea nitrogen 
and creatinine). Urine tests may indicate Fanconi 
syndrome (increased glucose). Although most dogs appear 
to recover, some reports to the FDA have involved dogs 
that have  died. 
 
The FDA continues to actively investigate the problem. 
Many of the illnesses reported may be the result of causes 
other than eating chicken jerky. Veterinarians and 
consumers alike should report cases of animal illness 
associated with pet foods to the FDA Consumer Complaint 
Coordinator in their state: 
http://www.fda.gov/opacom/backgrounders/complain.html  

 
 

Breakdown for for Trophy donations for "On the Farm"  August  2009 Conformation Show.  
  
(2) $25. each Apron with recipe cards  1st in the Group, Best Junior Showmanship 
(4) $15. each - Pot holder set with recipe cards- 2nd, 3rd, 4th in the Group and the (Best Puppy, Best Bred By Exhibitor, 
or Best Veteran, etc.) 
(3) $10. each - Kleenex box with holder  2nd, 3rd, 4th in Puppy / Bred By Exibitor / or Veteran Groups 
(6) $10. each - Recipe cards with beverage napkins 1st in Junior Showmanship Classes 
(22) $10. each - Recipe cards with beverage napkins - Best of Breed Awards 
(22) $10. each - Notecards with envelopes- Best of Opposite Sex Awards 

Donation now being accepted  
“ON THE FARM” August 2009 Specialty Show 

Club members who would like the opportunity to donate an item for classes (WD WB 1st 2nd 3rd 4th ect. ) You will supply 
the item to be used as a trophy for the classes you wish to sponsor. 

Contact  Kathy Duvall = marienterprises@hotmail.com or 
Mail to: Kathy Duvall  18665 Cedar Dr. NW, Cedar MN 55011 

 
Club Member Gift Contributions for Trophies 

 
Name _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone _________________________ Email___________________________________________ 
 
Breed Interested in Donating _______________________________________________________ 
 
Prize you wish to Donate__________________________________________________________ 
 
Which classes___________________________________________________________________ 
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The German Shepherd Dog (GSD),  is a breed of large-sized dog that are a 
fairly new breed of dog, with their origins only dating back to 1899 at Karlsruhe, 
Germany. In Germany, the Phylax Society was formed in 1891 with the intention of 
creating standardised dog breeds in Germany. The society disbanded after only three 
years due to an ongoing, internal conflict regarding the traits that the society should 
promote; some members believed dogs should be bred solely for working purposes, 
while others believed dogs also should be bred for appearance. While unsuccessful in 
their goal, the Phylax Society had inspired people to pursue standardising dog breeds 
independently. Max von Stephanitz, an ex-cavalry captain and former student of the 
Berlin Veterinary College, was one such ex-member. 

In 1899, Von Stephanitz was attending a show when he 
was shown a dog named Hektor Linksrhein. Hektor was 
the product of many generations of selective breeding 
and completely fulfilled what Von Stephanitz believed a 
working dog should be. He was pleased with the 
strength of the dog and was so taken by the animal's 
intelligence and loyalty, that he purchased it immediately 
and changed his name. Von Stephanitz founded the 
Verein für Deutsche Schäferhunde (Society for the 
German Shepherd Dog). Horand was declared to be the 
first German Shepherd Dog and was the first dog added 
to the society's breed register. It is believed the society 
accomplished its goal mostly due to Von Stephanitz's 
strong, uncompromising leadership and he is therefore, 
credited with being the creator of the German Shepherd 
Dog. The breed was named Deutscher Schäferhund  by 
Von Stephanitz, literally translating to "German 
Shepherd Dog 
 
Shepherds were first exported to Britain in 1908, and  
UK Kennel Club began to recognise the breed in 1919. 

The breed first gained international recognition at the 
decline of World War I after returning soldiers spoke 
highly of the breed, The first German Shepherd Dog 
exhibited in America was in 1907. The first German 
Shepherd Dog registered in the United States was 
“Queen of Switzerland.” The breed to suffer a decline in 
popularity during the late 19200s and at the conclusion 
of World War II, due to anti-German sentiment of the 
time. Their popularity increased gradually until 1993, 
when they became the third most popular breed in the 
United States, a position the breed still holds today.  
 
At the conclusion of World War I, it was believed that the 
inclusion of the word "German" would harm the breed's 
popularity, the breed was officially renamed by the UKC 
to "Alsatian Wolf Dog" which was also adopted by many 
other  kennel clubs. Eventually the appendage "wolf 
dog" was dropped. The name Alsatian remained for five 
decades, until 1977, 

when successful campaigns by dog enthusiasts pressured the British kennel clubs to allow the breed to be registered 
again as German Shepherd Dogs 
 
German Shepherds are generally between 22 and 26 inches at the withers and weigh between 49 and 88 pounds. The 
ideal height is 25 inches. Their eyes are medium-sized and brown with a lively, intelligent, and self-assured look. The ears 
are large and stand erect. They can be a variety of colours, the most common of which are the tan/black and red/black 
varieties. Both varieties have black masks and saddles. Rarer variations include the sable, all-black, all-white, liver and 
blue varieties. The all-black variety is acceptable; however, the blue and liver are considered to be serious faults and the 
all-white is grounds for instant disqualification in some standards. The average lifespan of a German Shepherd is 11-13 
years. Shepherds were bred specifically for their intelligence, a trait for which they are now renowned. They are 
considered to be the third most intelligent breed of dog, behind Border Collies and Poodles. 
 
German Shepherds are highly active dogs, and described in breed standards as self-assured. The breed is marked by a 
willingness to learn and an eagerness to have a purpose. They have a loyal nature and bond well with people they know. 
They can become over-protective of their family and territory.  An aloof personality makes them approachable, but not 
inclined to become immediate friends with strangers.  
 
The German Shepherd Dog is one of the most widely-used breeds in a wide variety working roles. These include search 
and rescue, cadaver searching, narcotics detection, explosives detection, accelerant detection, and mine detection dog, 
amongst others. They are suited for these lines of work because of their keen sense of smell and their ability to work 
regardless of distractions 
 
Indiscriminate breeding has lead to hereditary diseases such as hip and elbow dysplasia, (be sure both parents have had 
their hips certified at least OFA good) blood disorders, digestive problems (probably due to nerves), epilepsy, chronic 
eczema, keratitis (inflammation of the cornea), dwarfism, Bloat and flea allergies.   
References: AKC.org & Dog breed info.com 

********** 
 

March 2006 Newsletter : the board approved advertising rates for future issues of the newsletter. Advertising 
rates are shown on page 1.   Advertising rates will apply to all notices published in the newsletter, excluding 
the “Member Brags” section. For example, litter announcements, equipment or items for sale, formal 
championship announcements 
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Pictures from Annual Meeting Holiday party  

 Pictures taken by  Betty Johnson 

  

  

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
11

January 24th and 25th NSHGC held its 4th obedience and rally trial, together with the Working Group Club at 
Total Recall in Hugo. It sure was fun to see some of our members and their dogs, getting out and showing so 
well.  We had quite a few successful performances and several new titles.  The trial was well organized, the 
judges were fun and the workers were terrific.  Thanks to everyone who participated, competitors, judges, 
stewards and organizers. Great job everyone. 
 
Dawn Fisher Co-Chair and Chief Steward 
 

 
 
 

 


