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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
The next time you’re feeling really important, try ordering someone else’s dog around.                                                  
Charlie Klein 
 
Since I have already monopolized a good portion of the newsletter with my thoughts about 
building a herding foundation, I will keep this short and simple.  In a far-flung organization 
such as ours, where face-to-face discussion between members is sporadic, other means of 
communication are especially important.  I am sure you will agree this newsletter does 
much to link us when time and space separate us.  Our new editor, Jean Runge, has a 
batch of fresh ideas for your reading pleasure emerging within the pages of Herd the News.  
We welcome member-generated articles, so don’t be bashful if you have the knack for 
writing: please send us your article! 
 
Jean is also taking over the management and design of our web site.  The URL will stay the 
same, but Jean will be bringing her own flair to the pages there.  So watch for changes and 
updates, and give her your feed back on what you see.  Committee heads: please send a 
listing of your committee members to Jean so she can list them on the web site.  We have a 
new Conformation Committee, chaired by Bev Capstick.  Contact her (bcapstick@tds.net) if 
you would like to help. 
 
Check out the minutes from the March meeting in this newsletter.  Our Holiday party plans 
are well underway for January 11, 2009.  This is the first year we will break away from a 
joint party with the working group club and have our very own party.  It will encompass a 
catered buffet meal, fund raising raffle items, Annual Awards, Annual Meeting and more, all 
at a reasonable cost.  So, mark your calendar and plan to come and have a great time.  
Take special note of our “Five for $5” offer: anyone working 5 hours on behalf of the 
NSHGC this year will get a $5 discount off the cost of their meal. 
 
Thank you Kathy DuVall and Holly Dundore for a great trophy drive for our August 
conformation show, and for all who contributed.  Welcome, Barb Zusan, new Board 
Member.  Welcome new club members Russ and Sherrilyn Mumme, Deb Conroy, Linda 
Donahue, andKathryn Anada-Owens. 
   
Louanne Brooks 
President, NSHGC 
 
 

 
 

NSHGC Members are invited to place an ad in the August NSHGC Specialty 
Catalog.  Advertising order forms can be found at the Jack Onofrio web site at 

http://www.onofrio.com/forms/advord.pdf.  Ads are $50 for a full page (4 1/2" x 7 1/4") with 
photo; $35 for half page, no photo, or $30 for 1/4 page, no photo.  Send photo ready ads 

and payment to Bev Capstick, 8615 Haug Avenue NE, Monticello, MN 55362, 
bcapstick@tds.net.�

 

Special points of 
interest: 
•  General meeting  

April 17, 2008  
7:30 p.m . 

********* 
 
In This Issue:  

Presidents Message 1 
New Board Bios   2 

Members Brags 2 
AKC Latest News 3 
Jr. Showmanship4 
Building a Herding 

Foundation 4 
Club Information      6 

Herding Resources   6 
NSHGC Calendar     6 

A Thank You 6 
March Meetings 7 

Legislations News 9 
Coming Events 10 

Know the Disease 10 
 

 
May Issue   
Learn the Breed: 
Swedish Vallhund  
 
 

Newsletter 
deadline 25th 
of each month  

 
Newsletter Ad 

rates: 
Club Members: 

Full page = $25.00 
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Barb Zusan.   
My husband Tom and I live in the Stillwater area.  We 
have a grown daughter and three wonderful 
grandsons.  We acquired our first rough collie pupp y 
thirteen years ago.  As many of you know, it turns out 
one is not enough.  We now have two roughs and thre e 
smooths, including two from a litter we whelped in 
2006.  Our first collie, Phoebe, is 
till with us and reminds the others daily that she' s not 
ready to give up the throne. 
  
I have participated with my dogs in obedience (earn ing  
CDs on two dogs); herding (all five are herding ins tinct 
certified through the Collie Club of America); and 
conformation (one champion and one in need of a 
major to finish). 
I joined the Collie Club of Minnesota 13 years ago and 
NSHGC as a charter member.  I have served in variou s 
capacities, including recording secretary and troph y 
co-chair for CCM;  

judges' hospitality chair for the CCA National held  in 
Minnesota in 2003; and have volunteered for 
hospitality, clean-up, and ring stewarding for CCM and 
NSHGC shows. 
 
In my work life I have served as the Governor's 
scheduler for the past five years, and prior to tha t I 
worked for many years in the Saint Paul Mayor's Off ice 
as office manager and scheduler. 
I am anxious to become more involved with the NSHGC  
as 
a board member and volunteer. 
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve on  
the Board. 
 
 


�����
�����
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On March 16th Winn -Cibola Rhapsodi Ewe Nanimous PT 
CD OA NAJ RE, completed his Elite Versatility Award for 
NADAC agility. This means he has an Elite title in six 
classes: Regular, Jumpers, Chances, Touch N Go, 
Tunnelers, and Weavers.  
 
Chris Mosley 

 

After much anticipation and hard work seventeen FSS® 
breeds became eligible to compete in Companion and 
Performance Events January 1, 2008.     The Belgian 
Laekenois was the first breed to earn Companion Event titles 
on January 6, 2008 when Grand Coeur’s Blade Runner 
earned a Companion Dog and Rally Novice title the same 
day. �

Heidi Lund 

 
My last litter resulted in 3 puppies that will be shown to see 
how they measure up. Two of these threes were shown in 
Chicago cluster in mid February. Both puppies took their first 
points at these shows. We hope for continued success for all 
three. The two winners are- (male) Lismore's Finnishing 
Touch (Phinias), owned by Rebecca Hardwick and (female) 
Lismore's Fairytale Finnish (Panda) owned by Patti Kleven. 
The three pups are sired by a dog imported from Finland 
(hence the "finnish" theme) and their dam is my "Bailey" 
(Am/Can/UKC CH Lismore's Torch Runner).  
 
Patti Kleven 
Lismore Pembroke's 

 

 
 

 

The NSHGC is seeking a club photographer or photographers 
who would be willing to take digital pictures at our events and 
submit them to the newsletter and web site.  Another member 

has also offered to create DVDs with photos and music.  Please 
contact President Louanne Brooks if you are interested in being 

our shutter-bug. 
 

����
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American Kennel Club Seeks Entries from Across the Nation for 9th Annual Awards for Canine Excellence  

Is Your Dog Among the Country's Bravest, Boldest and Best Companions?  
An American Kennel Club (AKC) ACE award is a national honor, given to only five dogs each year who have performed an exemplary act or series of 
acts, whether large or seemingly small, that have significantly benefited a community or individual. One award is given in the following five 
categories: law enforcement, search and rescue, therapy, service, and exemplary companion dog. Honorable Mentions will be awarded to 
outstanding entries in each category. 
 
In addition to the prestige of being chosen from hundreds of entries, each of the five honorees receives a cash award of $1,000, an engraved sterling 
silver collar medallion and an all-expenses-paid trip for dog and owner to Long Beach, Calif., to be honored at the seventh annual AKC/Eukanuba 
National Championship in December 2008. The engraved names of the five recipients will also be added to the ACE plaque that is on permanent 
display in the AKC's Library in New York City. Dogs receiving honorable mention will be awarded an engraved bronze medallion. All entrants will 
receive an AKC ACE Certificate of Recognition in acknowledgement of their nomination. 
 
Anyone, including the dog owner or handler, may submit a nomination. Submissions for the American Kennel Club Awards for Canine Excellence for 
2008 must include:  

· A non-returnable, original photograph of the dog. Hi-resolution electronic photos (300dpi and at least 5x7 inches or, 72dpi at least 20x30 
inches) are permissible but not scans.  

· A 500-word-or-less description of how the dog has demonstrated excellence.  
· Dog's call name, registered name if applicable, breed, age and sex.  
· Owner/Nominator name(s), address, phone number. E-mail address if available.  

*Please note that to be considered, dogs must be an AKC recognized breed.  
 
Nominations will be accepted until June 30, 2008 and should be sent to:  

· Ronald N. Rella: ACE Awards 2008 
The American Kennel Club 
260 Madison Avenue, 4th Floor 
 New York, New York 10016  

 

· For more information about the AKC ACE awards, to down  

http://www.akc.org/news/ace/nominate.cfmform  

 
 

 

 
 

The herding group committee is looking for some feedback from our members.  We are starting to plan for our future events 
and would like to know what you would like to participate in.  In order to complete the AKC requirements to hold a trial, we will 
need a fun match, so we are planning for that, but we had a few other ideas, and are open to hearing yours as well.  �
  
Would you be interested in an AKC Herding Instinct Test?  Or a herding demonstration? Other thoughts?  We are open to 
suggestions!  
  
Please let me know your interests and possibly how many dogs you might wish to participate with. I can be reached either by 
email at kazinsmom@yahoo.com or by phone at 612-824-7738.   Thank You!   
  
Dawn Fisher on behalf of the Herding Committee����

�� �� �
 

At the August 22, 2008 NSHGC Specialty show at the Washington Co. Fairgrounds at Lake Elmo, we will be  having a 
potluck lunch.  We encourage all attendees to bring  a dish to share - our judges will eat from this po tluck buffet as 
well. �
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www.akc.org/kids_junior 
NEW - Junior Showmanship Report 

With the new Junior Services feature, you customized your own report with a few simple clicks of the mouse. 
http://www.akc.org/kids_juniors/jrauth_request.cfm 

 

 Building a Herding Foundation 
Louanne Brooks 

 
I fell in love with Australian Cattle Dogs in 1980, when I saw one for the first time.  It was a young dog, quietly working cattle 
on a farm in central Minnesota.  This image burns brightly in my memory to this day.  It was almost a decade later when I got 
my first ACD.  I started herding in 1999.  I well remember my first clinic.  So much of it was Greek to me.  I was not familiar 
with the terminology or the fundamentals.  Over the next few years I managed to get through the Started Level only to realize 
I had some huge holes in my handling.  In recent years I have returned to basics in order to build a more solid foundation that 
will hopefully allow me to deal with all variety of farm chores as well as trial at the Excellent level.  I agree with Chris Mosley 
in her February 2008 Herd the News article, that (especially in herding) it is the journey, not the destination.  I am very much 
on my journey: learning, practicing and perfecting.  The training philosophy I share here is what I found works for me and my 
dogs, and the other handlers who are sharing the journey with me.  It isn’t always the most expedient solution to a specific 
problem, but is an under girding methodology that in my experience has produced break throughs for those with the 
determination to stick with it. I will share with you two key elements involved: the proper application and release of pressure, 
and leadership.   
 
When we train a dog to do a particular task, we know that we break the task down into small bits of learning, aimed at a 
larger whole.  We work on the bits, and then put them together to achieve the whole.  For example, in herding, the goal is the 
quiet movement of stock.  We begin by teaching the dog to approach the stock in a way that supports this goal.  Young, 
green dogs often start quietly enough, as they waffle back and forth between their own insecurity in the presence of stock 
and their desire to prey upon the stock.  Once they see that their presence affects the sheep, they often rapidly accelerate 
into predator mode.  This is the first critical juncture in herding training.  A brand new handler and a green dog together face 
one of the most challenging of all herding training touch points.  Kent Herbel, herding trainer, likens this to learning to ride a 
horse and training the horse at the same time.  No one would be foolish enough to try that!  Yet we are determined to tackle it 
with our dogs. 
 
In order to teach a dog how to put appropriate pressure on stock, we must apply pressure to the dog, and release it the 
second the dog makes a correct response.  In essence, we do to the dog what we want the dog to do to the stock.  We want 
the dog to approach the stock with enough pressure, but not too much, so that the stock move off quietly in the direction 
desired, always mindful of the dog’s presence, but not running away from the dog.  We use the same principal when training 
the dog, by the application and release of pressure.  Absence of pressure from the handler is tacit approval to the dog that he 
is doing right.  In the example in the previous paragraph, where a green dog accelerates into predator mode, we want to slow 
the dog the moment he starts to exhibit too much pressure on the stock.  The proper application of pressure is critical to 
achieving results.  What is, “the proper application of pressure?”  It involves the right amount of pressure, applied at the right 
time to the dog to get the response wanted, and then the proper timing of the release of that pressure when the dog has 
yielded to the pressure.  A dog yielding to pressure can be dramatic or subtle, and may take many forms, including: slowing 
down, moving farther away from the stock, turning away from the stock, or reducing the dominance energy in his eye or body.  
The confounding thing about herding is that every element shifts continuously, and learning to read both the dog and the 
stock and react  appropriately takes lots and lots of practice. 
 

 
Herding Photo Sequence 

 
Photos by William deGraaf 
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Flanking Dog off Sheep 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Flanking  dog around to heads 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dog Presents Sheep  
Pressure on dog 
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Handler pressures sheep 
while dog holds 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Flanking to change direction 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dog holds sheep to handler 
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How do we pressure the dog?  One must start with physical presence, and then add the verbal much later (never any yelling).  
Perhaps you do not know how to use your energy and presence, without voice or physicality, to affect your dog’s behavior.  
Cesar Millan, in his book Cesar’s Way, explains how animals read energy in other animals, and the importance of dominance.  
This is excellent information, and I encourage you to read it and think about it.  Although not everyone agrees with everything 
Millan has to say, I have found his philosophy helpful in establishing leadership with my herding dogs.  Millan is after a mental 
state in the dog he calls calm-submissive, which is quite different than a submissive state achieved through indiscriminant 
punishment.  For herding, I like my dog to be in a state of mind I think of as “willing obedience.”  To me, willing obedience is a 
stage beyond Millan’s calm-submissive.  It is a state where the person and dog become a team, trusting in each other to 
carry out their respective roles to accomplish work.  The first step in achieving this state is that the dog respects your 
presence and your leadership.   
 
To achieve an effective correction/training maneuver when your dog is putting too much pressure on his stock, first you move 
toward your dog with an attitude of dominant energy, (which puts pressure on your dog, interpreted by him as a correction) to 
the point where he yields, which means he releases his pressure on the stock.  Next, which is equally important, you release 
your pressure the instant your dog yields, which allows the dog to return to working his stock (interpreted by the dog as a 
reward): timing, intensity and consistency of these elements are very important.  Initially the dog yields to you.  But eventually 
the dog will begin to correct himself in relation to the stock, provided your application and release of pressure is correct, 
repeatedly and consistently.  The dog comes to understand that you pressure him when he is putting too much pressure on 
the stock, so he starts to read the stock and correct himself.  The dog is learning self-control, which is essential for a good 
herding dog.   
 
Many of us do not have the “right relationship” with our dogs to be effective when we start herding.  We have indulged them 
to the point where they do not respect our leadership.  Again, you will find a lot of useful information about being in a 
leadership role with your dog in Millan’s book.  You can establish and practice being an effective leader in everything you do 
with your dog.  If you do that, you will be way ahead of the game when you start herding.  Your dog will respect you.  It is far 
better to establish a leadership relationship before you begin working stock, rather than trying to establish it while herding.  If 
you are consistent and fair as a leader, herding training will go much better and progress more quickly.  You will use less 
pressure, and the dog will respond more readily. 
   
In all circumstances, if your dog exhibits a behavior you do not want, and does not stop that behavior when asked, the dog is 
assuming dominance over you.  I use this as a barometer of how right my relationship is with my dogs.  I train them to 
respect me by starting with little things, like getting them to stop fixating on a squirrel outside the window.  Then, when faced 
with a much bigger challenge during herding – like when the dog’s adrenalin is rushing and sheep are running around – we 
have a pattern of willing obedience in our relationship that is familiar to the dog, to which he will more readily return.  
 
There is a fundamental difference between a dog making a choice to stop a behavior (self control), vs. getting the dog to stop 
the behavior by asking him to do something different.  I could get my dog to stop fixating on the squirrel outside the window 
by asking the dog to come and sit, away from the window.  But then my dog simply knows that he was asked to come and sit.  
He doesn’t know I do not want him fixating on the squirrel outside the window.  If, on the other hand, I make the dog 
uncomfortable with my dominance energy every single time he starts to fixate on the squirrel, then relax my pressure the 
instant he stops fixating on the squirrel, he will soon understand I do not want him fixating on the squirrel, and he will chose to 
stop.  Now, if you do not care that your dog fixates on a squirrel outside the window, that is fine.  But if you cannot stop it, in 
the dog’s mind he is in control.  You think you are allowing it, but the dog thinks he is in control.  Worst of all is making a half-
hearted attempt to stop his behavior, and then giving up before you are successful: this convinces the dog he is in charge. 
 
All herding breeds are pretty self-willed.  Cattle Dogs are amongst the toughest, and generally have a reputation for being 
dog aggressive.  I cannot afford to be lax with my leadership role; otherwise the result could well be a dog-aggressive, 
people-aggressive animal.  What I have found is that my dogs are much happier when I assume my leadership role.  As I 
have come to think more concretely about this dynamic, I am able to apply it more consistently.  I often have the pleasure of 
receiving compliments on what nice Cattle Dogs we have.  We do breed with temperament in mind, but I now understand that 
raising them within a structure of human leadership suspends their fears (eliminating aggressive posturing) and allows them 
to relax into willing obedience. 
 
Are you ready to start your herding journey?  Or maybe you are well on your way.  By understanding two fundamental 
dynamics - pressure and release, and leadership - you now have tools to help you and your dog succeed both in herding and 
at home.  So, “Away-to-me; there.  Walk up.  That’ll do.  Good dog!” 
 
I wish to express my deepest thanks to my trainers, friends and family who have supported me on this journey, who have 
taught me so much and given me the courage to persevere.  In context with you, life has meaning.  Special thanks to Deb 
Conroy and Linda Donoghue for their editorial suggestions, comments and insights 
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NSHGC Officers, Board, Contacts 
President Louanne Brooks 1-651-345-3749 hillhaven1@earthlink.net 
Vice President Anne McKay 952-933-5575 AnnMackay@mn.rr.com  
Reporting Secretary- Vicky Peterson 651-747-1331 vickypeterson@comcast.net  
Corresponding Secretary Patti Kleven 651-458-0814 lismorecor@aol.com 
Treasurer Mary Murphy 612-272-2275 Marmcmurph@aol.com 
2007-2009 Board Bev Capstick 763-295-6206 avagator@tds.net 
 Chris Mosley  952-440-5437 mushtown@integraonline.com  
 Barb Zusan  Barbzusan@yahoo.com 
2008-2010  Karin Andreen  763-425-3236 Ebonaire@hotmail.com 
 Barbara Stransky 651-436-8502 Stransky@Q.com  
Board Position (past president) Patti Kleven 651-458-0814 lismorecor@aol.com 

2008 Committees: 

FSS Breed Coordinator John Peterson 952-541-0187   john.g.peterson@att.net 
Agility Coordinator Darci Wagner 952-941-8736 cdwagner@mn.rr.com 
Obedience Coordinator Karin Andreen  763-425-3236 ebonaire@hotmail.com 
Herding Coordinator Chris Mosley  952-440-5437 mushtown@integraonline.com  
Ring Hospitality Coord. Andrea Debbins 612-781-6130 adebbins@yahoo.com 
Educational Coordinator Linn Klingel 651-306-9091 linnkling@aol.com 
Judges Selection Coord. Steve Sorenson 715-834-9248  
Show Chair - August  Beverly Capstick 763-295-6206 avagator@tds.net 
Show Chair – January 2009 Anne MacKay 952-933-5575 AnnMackay@mn.rr.com  
Historian Sharon Danley 651) 426-9688 cassaday315@aol.com  
Newsletter Editor - Web site  Jean Runge 507-695-2334 quaintkid@yourstarnet.net 

 

Resources for Herding Training 
JoAnna Yund, Scandia, MN 
612-845-7584 
JoAnnaY@aol.com 
http://www.trainingcampinc.com/ 
Susane Hoffman, Jordan, MN 
952-492-3072 
lessons@sheepycorner.com 
http://www.sheepycorner.com/ 
Kari Schmidt, Kellogg, MN 
507-534-3311 
Quantumg@prodigy.net 
Kim Schneider, Pine City, MN 
320-629-1068 
hzlbtt@aol.com 
Polly Simpson, New Richmond, WI 
pollywac@frontiernet.net 

NSHGC Calendar  
 
General Membership Meeting 7:30  
April 17, 2008  Perkins in Shoreview . Join us 
for pie!! Club buys a piece for members 
who are there. 
 
NSHGC August Show Friday August 22, 2008 
Lake Elmo, MN; Washington County Fairgrounds. 

 

����� �����!"����#$%����� �����!"����#$%����� �����!"����#$%����� �����!"����#$%   

I would like to say 'Thank You' to everyone who pledged a trophy for the August NSHGC Conformation 
show.  A special thank you to Holly Dundore for selecting the THEME, purchasing the trophies, and 
collecting the monies.  Thank you to Jim Brooks for assisting with phone calls and emails to solicit 
pledges.  Another special thank you to those folks who pledged more than their own breed to help fill all 
the slots.  Without everyone pitching in, we could not have put it together.  All trophies and pledge 
donation names will be in the premium list and the catalog.    
KathyDuVall 
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Board of Directors Meeting 3/20/08  
 
Louanne Brooks called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m. Board members present: Karin Andreen, Bev Capstick, Patti Kleven, 
Chris Mosley, and Barbara Stransky. 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Via Special Election the Board has voted to elect Barb Zusan to fill the term ending 12/08 vacated by Brad Zacho 
Patti Kleven presented the nearly-completed membership roster. Board members reviewed for their information and Patti will 
finish it, post it to the Files section of the members’ Yahoo group��
Storage locker: Glenna Wenninger presented two options for a 5 x 5 storage locker. Motion Capstick,, second Stransky, to 
approve the 6-month rental of a 5 x 5 locker at Public Storage- I-694 at White Bear Ave. for six months. Motion carried. Mary 
Murphy will sign a lease next week. Members who have materials to be stored should ask for the access code and lock 
combination at their convenience.  
NEW BUSINESS: 
Conformation Committee: a member proposed that we form a committee, as we have committees for all other ongoing club 
activates. Motion Mosley to form Conformation Committee, second Andreen, no discussion, motion carried. 
 
Web site: The club’s web site was discussed and it was agreed to have Jean Runge assume responsibility for the site 
effective immediately. The board wishes to recognize Mary McKennan for her fine efforts with the newsletter and the club 
website! 
Motion by Capstick, second Brooks to offer the newsletter via e mail (no mailed copies without charging for postage) to the 
FSS clubs currently being sent and any others proposed. Discussion: We would also like to start an e mail exchange of the 
newsletter with other specialty clubs in the country. Patti Kleven will have a letter ready for the April meeting. Motion carried. 
 
January show: Ann McKay is taking responsibility for this show. The suggestion was made to offer sweepstakes for all 
herding breeds (we were approached by the Sheltie club) and Bev has confirmed that we can get a separate ring for this 
purpose. Motion Capstick, second Kleven, to offer Sweepstakes. Motion carried. Further discussion of this and other topics 
for the show will be turned over to the Conformation committee. 
Motion Kleven, second Stransky, to offer Veterans special attraction at the January ’09 show as well. Motion carried. 
 
Board yahoo group: it was discussed and decided by the board to leave membership on the Board yahoo group as it is, not 
adding the newsletter editor to the group. 
 
Tiered membership: A member proposed that we offer a second level membership in order to avoid any quorum problems at 
meetings. We were informed that the AKC would not allow this. 
 
Insurance: update on ’08 rate, $605 and inclusion of events (endorsements) at $50 per event. Bev will try to get all events 
scheduled at this time on one endorsement at one time charge of $50.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Chris Mosley for Vicky Peterson 
 
 
 

********************************************************************** 
Membership Meeting 
Thursday March 20, 2008  

 
The meeting was held at the Perkins Restaurant in Shoreview, Minnesota. Meeting was called to order by president, 
Louanne Brooks at 7:45 PM. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
President’s Report- Will all committee chairs please send Louanne a list of those on their committee and the email address of 
all involved on the committee? 
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Secretary’s Report- Secretary Vicky Peterson was not at the meeting, but the minutes from the last meeting were published 
in the newsletter. Minutes were accepted and voted on as published. 
 
Treasurers Report-The balance in the treasury is $19,771.34 with some outstanding checks still waiting to clear. 
  
Agility Committee Report-Everything is under control and nothing new to report 
 
Herding Committee Report-Committee had their first meeting tonight. Discussion of and instinct test this year and possibilty 
of a trial next year. 
 
Obedience Committee Report-Nothing new to report 
 
Junior Showmanship Committee Report- Patti Kleven presented a request for a stipend for Amelia Brooks for her 
participation at the Eukanuba Invitational in December. Patti Kleven also presented a request for an additional $50.00 stipend 
for Reegan Weninger, as the stipend she was given was only for $150.00 instead of the $200.00 amount that was decided 
upon by the club. 
 
Membership Committee Report- New 2008 Membership list is just about complete now. Patti Kleven presented the working 
copy of the list tonight. New members voted in by the membership at this meeting are- 
Russ and Sherrilyn Mumme, Deb Conroy, Linda Donahue, Kathryn Anada-Owens 
 
Trophy/Awards Committee- Kathy DuVall  reports that all breeds are covered for trophy donations for the August show. 
 
Education Committee- Committee is working on a breeder brochure for puppy buyers. Brochure should be ready to hand out 
at the August shows. 
 
Old Business-  
 
Brad Zachow Board position- After Brad’s resignation from the board, the board has voted and replaced him with Barb Zusan. 
 
Storage space- John and Glenna Weninger presented costs and ideas on various sites for our storage space. The board 
voted on the Public Storage at 694 and White Bear Ave. We will rent a 5’ x 5’ space and Mary Murphy will go next week to 
sign the contract and pay for the 1st 6 months of rental costs. 
 
Newsletter – Jean Runge  Jean is our new newsletter editor. The members at the meeting all gave her first newsletter rave 
reviews for content and appearance. Chris Mosley especially liked how the photos in her bio looked! All the members thank 
Jean for her great efforts! 
 
Christmas party update- Then Holiday Party/Awards Banquet will be held on our own this year at Guldans Restaurant which  
is located at Highway 61 and I-694 (not too far from the Perkins meeting location). The party will be a buffet and members 
who work a minimum of 5 hours for the club in any club event or for any kind of club service, will receive $5.00 off the cost of 
their dinner. We are going to call the program FIVE for $5.00. Hope many of the members take advantage of the new 
program. Mary Murphy will develop a form that members can fill out to document their five hours of club service and then 
send it in with their payment for the banquet. The date for out party will be January 11, 2008 
 
August show- All is pretty well in hand. Anyone wishing to advertise in our catalogue needs to fill out the advertising sheet 
provided by Onofrio and return it to Bev Capstick no later than July 8, 2008. Costs are $50.00 full page (with photo), $35.00 
half page (no photo) or $30.00 quarter page (no photo). Photos will be returned. 
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January show – The Shelties have not been a part of our show in January previously but would like to join us this year. They 
are asking if we would allow a Sheltie sweepstakes if they join us. The sweepstakes was discussed and it was agreed that if 
we let the shelties hold a sweepstakes with out show, a number of other breeds may want to do the same thing. It was 
agreed that if Land o Lakes can provide us with the ring space, that we would allow sweeps for all herding breeds at our 
January show. Bev Capstick will check this out with Marcia Holdren and the Land o Lakes club. It was also agreed that we 
will hold a Veteran Special Competition at the January show. Veteran special  competition is open to all veterans (including 
spayed and neutered). 
 
New Business 
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AKC PAC- Louanne passed around information from AKC on its new PAC. If anyone is interested in more information they 
can go to the AKC website. 
 
Conformation Committee- A new conformation committee has been formed. Bev Capstick will chair the committee. Anyone 
interested in joining the committee, please contact Bev. 
 
Web site – Jean Runge Jean will also be taking over the duties of the website. Thanks again to Jean! 
 
Membership categories- The board voted down a proposal by John Peterson to have tiered memberships. 
 
Nancy Little’s Seminars- Seminars are this weekend (March 22-23) and there are still open spots for anyone intersted. 
 
Julia Tomlinson, Twin Cities Animal Rehab Clinic – (possible meeting speaker) Louanne presented info on this person and 
Louanne will contact Julia and see if the club could meet at her location in Burnsville for the May or June meeting. Julia runs 
a rehab clinic for dogs in Burnsville (near Hwy 13 and Cliff Road). 
 
Adjourn-  Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM. Respectfully submitted by Patti Kleven for Vicky Peterson 
 

 
 

MINNESOTA Legislation News:  

http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/legis.asp>http://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/legis.asp 

HB2292 - A bill for an act relating to animals; providing standards of care for dog and cat breeders; authorizing 
rulemaking; appropriating money;proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 347  
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/bin/bldbill.php?bill=S2292.0.html&session=ls85  

SF2906 - A bill for an act relating to animals; changing provisions regulating dangerous dogs; imposing penalties; 
amending Minnesota Statutes 2006, sections 347.50, by adding a subdivision; 347.51, subdivisions 2, 2a, 3, 4, 7, 9; 
347.52; 347.53; 347.54, subdivisions 1, 3; 347.55; 347.56; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, 
chapter 347.  
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/bin/bldbill.php?bill=H2906.2.html&session=ls85  

HF3245 - A bill for an act relating to animals; requiring obedience training for certain dangerous dogs; providing for a task  
force;amending Minnesota Statutes 2006, sections 347.50, by adding a subdivision; 347.51, subdivisions 2, 3a, 8, by adding 
subdivisions; 347.54, subdivision 1; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 347. NOTE: recommend to 
the task force created in section 10 that specific breeds of dogs be designated as dangerous or potentially dangerous dogs 
based solely on the specific breed of the dog. FYI - Legislation would ban five breeds in Minnesota  
- Rottweilers, Pit Bulls, Chow Chows, Akitas and Wolf Hybrids  
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/bin/bldbill.php?bill=H3245.0.html&session=ls85  

WISCONSIN Legislation News  

http://www.legis.state.wi.us 
 
Oshkosh - Rep. Tom Lothian, R-Williams Bay, introduced legislation to address the puppy mill problem, but the Wisconsin 
State Assembly adjourned last week without addressing it. His bill would limit breeders to 60 animals and allow people who 
buy sick or ill-tempered animals to get a new dog or refund within one year. Lothian's bill also would provide for inspections  
of breeders. As it is, state regulators don't know how many breeders are operating in Wisconsin. Sgt. Matt Kroening, of the 
Oshkosh Police Department, said it receives frequent calls about possible animal abuse. But it's difficult to tell whether there 
are more cases of abuse or people are more aware of the issue. http://www.cbs58.com/index.php?aid=2168 
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 Herd The News: April 2008  
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Herding  
Bellevue Dog Obedience Club of Nebraska  Herding trial April 19-20, 2008,  Closes April 2, 2008,  Council Bluffs, IA 
 
Collie Club of Southern Wisconsin Herding Test and Trial April 26-27,008    Closes Ap ril 2, 2008   Genoa City, WI 
 

Conformation  

· Indianhead KC / Eau Claire, WI; April 13-13, 2008; Closes 3/26 ����������	��
�  

· SE Iowa KC / Ottumwa, IA ;  April 12-13, 2008; Clos es 3/26   ����������	�
�  

· Waterloo KC / Waterloo, IA ; APRIL  19-20, 2008; Cl oses 4/2 ����������	�
�  

· Fond Du Lac Cnty KC/ Fond du Lac, WI; April 19-20,2 008 Closes 4/2  CONF / OBEDJR 

· Heart of Iowa Kennel Club Marshalltown, IA; April 2 6-27,2008 Closes 4/9  CONF / OBED/JR 

· Packerland Kennel Club, Inc.  Green Bay WI ; April 26-27,2008 Closes 4/9  CONF / OBED/JR 

Obedience  

· St. Paul Dog Training Club   Saint Paul, MN Apr 25-27, 2008  Closes 4/9 

Tracking Seminar:  

 TCOTC is offering a tracking seminar May 30 - June  1. http://www.tcotc.com/trackingevents.shtml  for more 
information.     There are still some Novice workin g spots available 
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Canine Distemper  
Distemper is a highly contagious viral infection, single stranded RNA virus of the genus Morbillivirus, family Paramyxoviridae.  
The canine distemper virus is closely related to the human measles virus.  The distemper virus is encased in a protein coat 
that is again encased in a fatty envelope. This sounds esoteric but the fatty envelope makes all the difference in the world. 
The fatty envelope is easily disrupted in the environment, which makes it impossible for the infectious virus to persist in the 
environment. Because an intact fatty envelope is required for infection, virus transmission must involve dog to dog contact or 
at least contact with extremely fresh (less than 30 minutes old) infected body secretions. Distemper survives no more than a 
few hours at room temperature. Cold and moist conditions increase survival, and it can last for several weeks at near freezing 
temperatures. Canine distemper virus is shed in all body secretions of acutely infected animals. It can be spread by direct 
contact, by aerosol or respiratory droplet exposure.  Hands, feet, or instruments can transmit it over a short time/distance. 
The virus enters the new host via the nose or mouth. 
 
Incubation period  
Usually 1-2 weeks from time of exposure to development of initial clinical signs, but can be as long as 4-5 weeks or even 
more 
Early symptoms begin with respiratory tract phase  

· Gooey eye and nose discharge 
· Fever (which often comes and goes unnoticed)  
· Coughing  
· Difficulty breathing  
· Bronchitis 
· Pneumonia  
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 These symptoms can appear identical to run-of-the-mill "kennel cough"; complacency about symptoms of respiratory illness 
can prove disastrous. Unfortunately, there is no simple and reliable method of diagnosing distemper in all infected dogs.  
Suspicion of  distemper increases with continued worsening of signs after 2 weeks of treatment. 
Ocular signs  are  

· anterior uveitis (inflammation of the front chamber of the eye; may cause the cornea to appear cloudy and/or cause 
changes in the appearance of the eye.)   

· Keratoconjunctivitis sicca (dry eye.)   
· Optic neuritis (inflammation of the optic nerve-may cause sudden blindness.) Retinal degeneration or separation 

(may cause vision impairment.) 
Ocular signs are relatively uncommon.  
The virus moves on to produce the gastrointestinal (GI) signs:  

· Anorexia (loss of appetite),  
· Vomiting,  
· dyspnea (difficulty breathing) 
· diarrhea (may be bloody)  
· Callusing of the nose and foot pads (hence one of the old names for distemper – “hard pad disease”) 

Greatly increase suspicion for distemper when GI signs are seen in conjunction with all the above . 
Then the virus proceeds to the central nervous syst em for its “neurologic phase” leading to: 

· Seizures (snapping or tremoring of the jaws which progress to convulsions of the whole body. This distemper classic 
sign is called a “chewing gum fit”) 

· Tremors  
· Imbalance   
· Limb weakness   

Neurologic phase may occur in dogs with no or mild history of other signs.  They usually occur within 1-3 weeks after 
systemic signs, but may occur at the same time or weeks to months later.  

The fact remains that recovery from distemper is all about immunity and the only real treatment is supportive care while the 
patient mounts its own immune response. 

Better than 50% of the adult dogs that contract the disease die from it. Among puppies, the death rate is often reaches 80%.  
Even if a dog does not die from the disease, its health may be permanently impaired. Canine distemper can leave a dog's 
nervous system irreparably damaged, along with its sense of smell, hearing or sight. Partial or total paralysis is not 
uncommon. Dogs that survive a natural infection usually develop sufficient immunity to protect them from distemper the rest 
of their lives 
 
�����������	�
����
 
Immunofluorescence assay( IFA) For inclusion bodies on conjunctival scrape, buffy coat, urine sediment, traumatic bladder 
catheterization, transtracheal wash, cerebrospinal fluid (with neurological signs):  
Serology  
 
IgM: Serum antibodies measured by ELISA. False positive possible within 3 weeks of vaccination. Positive result is a good 
indicator of distemper infection 
IgG: Serial titers on 2 serum samples taken two weeks apart to detect rising titers. In a dog known to not have been 
vaccinated within the past month, rising titers are indicative of infection,  
 
PCR (polymerase chain reaction): Can detect virus in respiratory secretions, CSF, feces, urine (depending on localization of 
virus).   

Necropsy/histopathology: Spleen, tonsil, lymph node, stomach, duodenum, bladder and brain should be submitted for 
examination to a pathologist in order to detect distemper, which can localize in many different tissues.   

�
�����������������������
���  Effective distemper vaccination has been available since the 1950’s   Routine disinfection and 
cleaning readily kills the distemper virus in the kennel setting. 

References 

1 Ma Vista Vet.com 2 Wikipedia ecyclopedia.com 3 Animal health channel.com 4 AVMA.org 5 Vet info.com 
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(Oct. 26, 2007)  — Researchers at the University of Leeds have made a break through in understanding a virus which 
poses one of the greatest global disease threats. 
 
The discovery of how canine distemper Virus (CDV)1 jumps across and infects different species of carnivores could lead to a 
more effective monitoring and control of the virus. 
CDV is passed through close contact from domestic and feral dogs causing epidemics that often result in mass mortalities – 
and is pushing some species to the brink of extinction2.  
“The virus needs to bind to a specific receptor on cells in the host in order to infect it,” explains lead researcher, PhD student 
Alex McCarthy, from the University’s Faculty of Biological Sciences. “But the sequences of receptors vary between species, 
so a virus from one species shouldn’t be able recognize and infect the cells of other species.” 
By analyzing the virus’ genetic sequence in both dog and wild carnivore species, the research team were able to prove that 
two key parts of a CDV protein specifically involved in receptor recognition had evolved during the host jumps, where as the 
rest of the protein showed very few changes among viruses from different species.  
“It was a very satisfying moment when our ideas proved correct,” says McCarthy. “The results really screamed out at us. 
They were so clear-cut, we think it’s highly likely that pathogen evolution is a much more general mechanism in cross-
species transmission of viruses than anyone imagined.” 
The findings could lead on to new antiviral therapies that are targeted at the binding mechanism, to prevent the virus from 
taking hold, rather than trying to eradicate it once it’s in the host’s system.  
 
 “CDV in wild carnivore populations is usually fatal” says McCarthy. “So as well as the possibility of developing new 
therapies, the techniques used in this research offer a way of predicting when local virus isolates may become capable of 
causing a full blown epidemic in species of conservation concern.” 
The research could have similar implications for developing new therapies for pathogenic diseases that have successfully 
crossed species to humans. Additionally, the team believes that the phenomenon may be involved in the emergence of 
many new, previously species-specific diseases that have been able to infect new host species, such as SARS, Hendra and 
Nipah Virus. 
by Alex J. McCarthy, Marie-Anne Shaw and Simon J. Goodman, Institute of Integrative and Comparative Biology, Faculty of 
Biological Sciences, University of Leeds. 
References 

1. University of Leeds (2007, October 26). How Canine Distemper Virus Jumps Across Species.  
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The Newsletter will have a new section. 
“Know the Breed”. I am going to feature a new herding breed each month.  I may be calling on members, who 
own the breed, for a short article or pictures of their dogs.   I am going to try to make these interesting, so that we 
may all learn about the 19 different breeds in the herding group.   The 1st breed I have chosen is the Swedish 
Vallhund. 
 
 
I am going to try to do an informative article on a common canine disease .This month I chose Canine Distemper.  
 
**Please Note:  the new deadline date. The dead line date will be the 25th of each month  
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If Interested please Contact Chris  
 
I will be placing an agility tunnel order with NTI shortly. Contact me at cmosley@integra.net for an order 
form. Go to www.ntiglobal.com to check out tunnels and more, colors and lengths. Take 10% off their 
price, free shipping (to Prior Lake, you may pick up tunnel at my house or we'll work out delivery) 
 Chris Mosley 952.440.5437 
  


