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North Star Herding Group Club

Thursday, November 17, 2005

St. Paul Dog Training Club

Meeting called to order by Vice President Steve Sorenson at 7:40 pm

Treasurers Report: balance of $7,467.83, no checks outstanding

Please ask folks to mail dues to Mary Murphy!

No Secretary’s report

Match: Bev will be bringing needed “stuff.” LouAnn Brooks will be organizing pot luck lunch. 

Linn took names to work tours at the Land O’Lakes dog show.

Reminder—our Holiday party is approaching!

Also, a reminder to turn in Awards forms to Bev!

For the January shows, everyone agreed it would be best to try to set up on Friday morning, rather than try to get there Thursday night. However, it will be very early!

Bev needs to know who is likely to attend the Corgi seminar on Saturday evening at the Land O’Lakes show.

We need stewards for our Friday show. Discussion—can people show and steward? Discussion--we should reimburse folks for parking if they work as stewards. A motion was made to reimburse for parking for those who steward but do not show. Motion passed.

We now need committee chairs for the June show. List of available jobs will be published in the Newsletter. 

There was discussion about moving the June show to August. Is it something that might be considered?

Old Business:

Long discussion about what titles should be recognized by the NSHGC. Only AKC titles? Or other titles, too? The club should agree on this. But there is no committee for this. It was suggested that a committee be formed.

Motion to adjourn at 8:45. 

Respectfully Submitted,


Ann MacKay














Herd the News?


                              Newsletter of the North Star Herding Group Club





What a Year!





The North Star Herding Group Club has been in existence 6 years now, if my calculations are correct.  In that 6 years, we’ve come a long way, baby!





We’ve held many matches, seminars, tests and other events encompassing Conformation, Obedience, Junior Showmanship, Obedience, Herding, Agility, and Structure Seminars.  We’ve done more than some long-established clubs do!





Our goals have come to fruition now with our second Conformation show almost here, our first stand-alone Obedience & Rally Trials just around the corner, and our first Agility trials a few months away!  Next goal is to start working on Herding Matches, and eventually Tests & Trials.  I think we can do it!





Of course we all know we wouldn’t have gotten this far this fast without the gentle guidance of our “AKC Expert” - our first (and until January, our only) President – Bev Capstick.  She’s worked many long and hard hours to make the club a success and I know I speak for all of us when I thank her and wish her well in the future.  She’s not leaving , in fact she’ll be an integral part of the club and the board, but she’s going to get a much deserved rest from leading the club.  Maybe she can actually get something else done at home in 2006!





But a club isn’t run by just one person.  Many, many thanks to the dozens of people who have worked so hard to make these 6 years such a success for us!





Don’t know about you, but I’m looking forward to 2006!











Next Meeting – ANNUAL MEETING:


Thursday, January 19, 2006


7:30 pm, St. Paul Dog Training





"Dog ownership is like a rainbow.  Puppies are the joy at one end.











Club Website


� HYPERLINK "javascript:ol('http://www.nshgc.org');" \o "http://www.nshgc.org/" �www.nshgc.org�





Webmaster: Karl Johnson


� HYPERLINK mailto:Cdx@hotmail.com ��� HYPERLINK mailto:karloscarjohnson@msn.com ��karloscarjohnson@msn.com��





To subscribe to club email list (members)


� HYPERLINK http://www.egroups.com/group/nshgc ��http://www.yahoogroups.com/group/nshgc�





Club Message Board


� HYPERLINK http://www.geocities.com/nshgc/board.html ��http://www.geocities.com/nshgc/board.html�





AKC Website


� HYPERLINK http://www.akc.org/index.html ��http://www.akc.org/index.html�


   


Newsletter Editor


Karin Andreen


� HYPERLINK mailto:ebonaire@hotmail.com ��ebonaire@hotmail.com� or � HYPERLINK "mailto:k_andreen@msn.com" ��k_andreen@msn.com�


763/425-3236


8417 Sheridan Avenue North


Brooklyn Park, MN  55444-1454





"Herd the News?" is published monthly and mailed to North Star Herding Group Club members early each month.  For more information, contact the editor (see above)











COMINGS..............





Congratulations to Heidi Lund who added the cutest little Belgian Laekenois puppy to her family from Belgium a few weeks ago.  14-week old Emerie even attended our November meeting, where she was on her best behavior and got lots of pets!








horribly awry, for instance the lambs might decide to nibble the Baby Jesus who'd be asleep in the hay. Somehow, no one had mentioned previously that there was a live one month old human infant involved. I conjectured that at  worst the lambs might get excited and start bucking. Or leap into the manger with the baby.The choir director paled visibly and murmured "I had no idea lambs could BUCK". Mary and I exchanged knowing veterinary type glances.





Stanley and Piggy awaited their cue in the "green room" which was really more the color of dead Zoysia grass. They nibbled earnestly and appeared totally ready for their big performance. As time drew nigh, they trotted happily up the huge ramp with me to await their cue. I gave the shepherds last minute instructions on never parting with their last corn kernel. I got wacked in the head with one of the shepherds crooks prompting me to suggest some actual herding lessons.





Cue the lambs! I couldn't see any of this as I was backstage, but Mary reported that the lambs appeared to recognize their music, walked directly up the steps onto the stage and hit their marks where they munched a bit of corn while looking fluffy and lamblike. It looked like a lightening storm from all the flashbulbs going off. I got a little worried because they seemed to be out there an awfully long time. I later heard they got to stay though an extra verse because they were being so perfect.





After the performance, Stan and Piggy received the adoring crowd in the churchyard. By now they'd figured out that all these people had CORN!!! There's CORN!!!! Hallelujah!! I tried to keep them from being so overfed they'd explode.





Then they trotted back to the car, got boosted into the carrier and came home. I didn't hear a peep out off them the whole 2 hours. But I hear they're going to be the cover of the church directory this year.





Merry Christmas to all!





Reprinted with the gracious permission of the author, Dr. Libbye Miller, DVM, � HYPERLINK "mailto:DocTerv@KVNET.ORG" ��DocTerv@KVNET.ORG�


Dr. Miller practices in Kentucky, where she’s also a Belgian Tervueren owner and breeder, and where she enjoys herding, agility and an occasional foray into the conformation and obedience rings.  Like some of you, Libbye tried herding a few years ago and was bit by the bug.....and she’s now the proud owner of a flock of sheep and a hobby farm!  Dr. Miller is also a member of the Central Kentucky Herding Group Club.








New Members





NONE THIS MONTH











CGC & TDI: 	


Patti Kleven 


	and Pembroke Welsh Corgi Elizabeth


Amelia Brooks


	and Australian Cattle Dog Opal


Louanne Brooks


	and Australian Cattle Dog Sparkee


Linda Salava


	and GSD Scarlet


Jennifer Zimmerman


	and Pembroke Corgis Allie,


	Sammo and Timmy	








Brags


from our members





Vol VI Issue 12





CGC & TDI TEST





Congratulations to the following people and dogs who passed the CGC and/or TDI at our test on November 26th:





CGC:


Mary Ann McNichols-Erdes					


	and Shelties Vonnie & Emma				


Karin Andreen						


	and Belgian Sheepdog Grace			


Linda Salava						


	and GSD Lexcy 


	





In Which Stan and Piggy see Music City and become Methodists.





Early November. The children's choir director at Dr. Mary's church decided it might be neat to have one of the shepherds carry a live lamb in the Christmas Play. Mary told the director that December wasn't really lamb time but she'd see what she could do. Because she's a vet, and thus considered the source of all information even remotely animal related. She asked if I had any lambs that are still pretty little. I said that there were a few that were still fairly small. I was doing surgery at the time and missed some operative words such as "carry" and "sanctuary". For some reason, my brain turned this into "live nativity" and the location into "outdoors".  My definition of "small" as regards livestock was also a bit off the mark. Sheep look much smaller in a barn than in a church. Trust me on this one.





Late November. Mary reminded me about the lamb. We discussed that really two lambs would be better as sheep aren't really into alone time. I decided that it would be a lot easier if they'd walk on a leash and decided I should get right on that since their performance was only a week away. At this point Mary was still thinking that the shepherds could carry them in and started considering the sheep sopping ability of various adult diapers. I was still thinking "lambs and outdoors".





Thanksgiving weekend. Stan and Miss Piggy, erstwhile bottle lambs, appeared to be the friendliest of the smallest lambs and were duly elected as the travel squad. Amazingly, they were far easier to leash break than most puppies. Once they found out corn was involved, they were all over the concept of a stroll.





Tuesday 7 am. Temperature 19 degrees, windchill some heinously low number. Stan and Piggy walked politely out to the Pathfinder and hopped into their hay lined VariKennel. I reflected once again that it's really nice not to have to deal with loading horses in trailers in the freezing cold dark.





Tuesday 9 am. When I left the clinic last week I'd jokingly said to Mary that she ought to put Stan and Piggy on the groomers schedule and not mention they were sheep. Mary is not generally one for practical jokes but for some reason she actually DID it. I later heard that there had been huge conjecture all week about my two "new dogs". The staff couldn't believe I'd gotten new dogs and not mentioned it. And besides, I never make them bathe my animals. They were all atwitter...then I showed up with lambs. Believe it or not, these two lambs stood in the bathtub like they'd been getting bathed weekly since birth. They even turned around when asked. Then, they hung out under the hair dryers eating hay and chewing their cuds. It looked like the beauty shop scene from Steel Magnolias. (Note to self---must name lamb Truvy this year.) The camera phone is now ubiquitous as evidenced by the number of clients calling friends and snapping photos of the lamb's "day of beauty".





Meanwhile, Mary noticed that these guys were way too big to carry. And the diapers just ruined the ambiance. They'd just have walk in on leash. And by the way, had she mentioned that the church had brand new carpet? I mentally calculated the cost of re-carpeting a sanctuary. Oh, and had she mentioned that the lambs had dress rehearsal that evening? Great, two trips onto the new carpet. Oh, and the lambs were going to be handled by shepherds that in real life were a high school student and a realtor. I contemplated just how very well this was going to go.





Dress rehearsal time. At first the lambs were rather appalled at the people in robes but quickly warmed up when they found corn was in the offing. I found out the lambs were to enter in the dark under a spotlight, climb some steps onto the stage, and look picturesque during the singing. Uh-huh, yes, that's going to work.





Actually it did. With a little boost the lambs made it onto the stage where they appeared quite pleased with O Holy Night, sampled the hay in the manger, and then got hustled out when they got restless after when it was noticed that their shepherds had given up their entire corn stash at once.





The overexcited children's choir tried to bolt to see the real lambs but the director held the choir loft door shut and told them to return to their places. Hee!! The lambs were pronounced so gorgeous as to be tear inducing. There was only one small "liquid event". (Mary and I send thanks to our friend Claudia for the green mats). The lambs were totally undisturbed about all this and even did a bit of edging around the church steps on the way out.





Wednesday. I practiced with Stanley and Piggy climbing the clinic steps. They allowed as how if there was corn involved, they could do steps no problem.  Preshow Mary and I discussed all the ways things could go 











December 2005








Club News and Notes





SUPPORT YOUR CLUB!  Patti Kleven has notecards, t-shirts and sweatshirts with the colorful group design that was on the t-shirts we were selling at our June show.  I believe we’ll also be selling them at our January 6th show, as well as our Obedience & Rally Trials.


Don’t forget that help is needed for two shows in January (conformation on Jan 6th, Obedience/Rally Jan 28 & 29), the show at Lake Minnetonka in June and 3 days of Agility in July.


Two FSS breeds, the Cane Corso and the Icelandic Sheepdog, have been approved to participate in AKC Obedience, Tracking and Agility Events, effective July 1, 2006. 
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AND GOINGS......





At the other end of the spectrum, those who were at the October meeting saw my (Karin Andreen’s) old Sheltie, Kia, in one of her rare ‘public appearances’.  At 17 ½, she was moving pretty slowly, and by early November, I knew it was time to send her to the bridge. Kia was my first dog, and the reason I got so involved in dog sports, so it was tough to say goodbye.  But it was definitely time.














Officers of the North Star Herding Group Club





President			Bev Capstick		763-295-6206		� HYPERLINK "mailto:avagator@tds.net" ��avagator@tds.net�


Vice-President			Steven Sorenson 	715-834-9248	


Recording Secretary		Patti Kleven		651-458-0814		� HYPERLINK "mailto:lismorecor@aol.com" ��lismorecor@aol.com�


Corresponding Secretary		Karin Andreen		763-425-3236		� HYPERLINK "mailto:k_andreen@msn.com" ��k_andreen@msn.com�


Treasurer			Mary Murphy		763-780-8333		� HYPERLINK mailto:Marmcmurph@aol.com ��Marmcmurph@aol.com�





Board Members


Linn Klingel		651-306-9091		� HYPERLINK mailto:Linnkling@aol.com ��Linnkling@aol.com�


Karl Johnson		320-743-5100		� HYPERLINK mailto:karloscarjohnson@msn.com ��karloscarjohnson@msn.com�


Jacqy McKay		612-724-0620		� HYPERLINK mailto:Henrycorgi@aol.com ��Henrycorgi@aol.com�


Jan Powers		651-459-5383		� HYPERLINK mailto:chargany@msn.com ��chargany@msn.com�


Darci Wagner		952-941-8736		� HYPERLINK "mailto:cdwagner@mn.rr.com" ��cdwagner@mn.rr.com�














North Star member (and our Agility Trial Secretary) Karl Johnson was recently approved by AKC as a provisional judge of Novice and Open Agility classes.





Congratulations, ‘Grandpa’ Karl! �








Member Brags





New!!!





























The good news just keeps coming for Kathy Flynn! Not only did Border Collie Jag finish his AKC Herding Championship this fall, but Kathy recently found out that through mid-August, Jag was ranked as the No. 2 Border Collie in the entire country! It will be fun to see how where he ranks at year end, won’t it?





Lots of good new from Drs. William and Penelope Ogden about their Bouvier bitch Cait, aka Limerick Irish Eyes (don’t you just love that name?!).  At the Sioux Empire KC show on October 30th Caitlin took Winners Bitch for a major.   She followed that with Winners Bitch and Best of Winners at the Minneapolis KC on November 19th and Winners Bitch on the 20th to finish her championship at the tender age of 17 months!  Caitlin can now more formally be known as Ch. Limerick Irish Eyes CGC TDI, thank you very much!  Congratulations to breeder/owners Bill, Penelope and of course to Cait!





Heidi Lund has something to brag about!  Her Pembroke Welsh Corgi Brie finished her NATCH (NADAC Agility Championship) in LaCrosse in mid-November.  Cool!  Not to be left out, her Belgian Laekenois boy, Blade (and yes, he IS a Laekenois, not a Malinois, as I reported a few months ago :-) ) earned his Rally Novice title in Canada with 1st and 4th places (Canadian Rally, called CARO, is similar in some ways to AKC Rally, but different.  In some of the top levels they incorporate some agility obstacles such as weaves and tunnels, and such interesting things as heeling on the right side).  Kudos to Heidi, Brie and Blade (little Emorie has some big pawprints to fill!).





Finally heard from Jacqy McKay!  Her “old man” Henry (Pembroke Welsh Corgi Am/Can/UCI Intl Ch Lismore's Court Jester, CD HT MX AXJ NAP NJP VCX) earned 2 AKC Novice Preferred Agility titles recently – the NAP & NJP.  Obviously Henry doesn’t care who’s out there on the course with him.  He was handled at the Saturday trial by Annie Zaccho (a Junior Handler) and by a young lady named Lisa on Sunday!  Congrats Jacqy, Henry, Annie & Lisa!





























Upcoming Events





Thursday, December 15,  2005: NO MEETING THE 3rd THURSDAY THIS MONTH.  Our December meeting was held at the Holiday party on December 4th.





Wednesday, December 21, 2005: Entries close for our January 6th show.  Onofrio is Superintendent (entries close January 11th for our Obedience & Rally Trials)





Friday, January 6, 2006: Second North Star Herding Group Club show.  Held at the RiverCenter, same site as the Land O’Lakes shows.  Superintendent is Onofrio.





Wednesday, January 11, 2006: Entries close for our Obedience & Rally Trials.  Jim Parrish is the Superintendent (http://www.parrishdogshows.com/)





Thursday, January 19, 2006: ANNUAL MEETING. Held at St. Paul Dog Training, starting at 7:30 pm sharp.





Saturday & Sunday, January 28 & 29, 2006: Obedience and Rally Trials in conjunction with the Working Group Club, held at Total Recall in Hugo. Contact Karin Andreen to volunteer your services to make this first stand-alone trial a big success!





Thursday, February 16, 2006: Monthly membership meeting, at St. Paul Dog Training Club, starting at 7:30 pm.





July 1, 2 & 3, 2006: Our first Agility Trial!  NOTE NEW LOCATION: Soccer Blast in Burnsville.








Carolyn Alexander








Old dogs are the treasure at the other."











